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PEEFACE. 



This little book is addressed to you, .the Laity of Great 
Britain, because you form the great body interested in the 
subject it treats of, and because, although most of you 
have been ranged from birth under one or other of the 
prevailing systems of religious profession, and conse- 
quently have contracted a habit of acquiescence in certain 
doctrines and forms of worship ; yet> being free from 
actual subscription to them, you are open to consider any 
propositions designed to promote unity and Divine charity. 
It is only by feeding on the kernel of truth, and giving 
over the. mastication of the shells, that this can be acconiT 
plished. The Christian world is not what it ought to be, 
faithful and obedient, and therefore united and happy ; but 
is full of divisions and dissensions, which might be got 
rid of, and which are quite distinct from the trials insepar- 
able from human life, which are really paths to virtue, or 
storms that clear the sky and bring the light of heaven to 
the soul. We know the feeling that will be produced ia 
many by an attempt to lay down the principles of a uni- 
versal Church,— that it is a vain attempt to remove the 
divisions amongst Christians as exhibited in their Churches ; 
and that self-interest, the love of spiritual dominion so 
prevalent in the teachers of religion, the conceit that they 
are the guides in faith and doctrine, will unite these 
against it ; and that those who have given themselves up 
to be taught religion by these ministers, and who have 



d by Google 



VI PfiEPACE. 

loved declamatory pulpit eloquence, doses of strong doc-' 
trines, long prayers, and excitement of the feelings, until 
they have become dead to the perception of the still small 
voice of the Spirit of God in the soul, will not like the 
simplicity of the system propounded. On the other hand, 
as nothing can be permanent except it be founded on 
truth, and a day has dawned when a number of individuals 
who think for themselves desire the establishment of a 
purer system, free from puritanical strictness, hyper- 
spirituality, ceremonial worship, or clerical authority, a 
free system for free minds, in which all the faculties of 
man may be exercised, combining with a loving self- 
denial of the abuse of his lower nature, a cheerful obedi- 
ence to the law of the Lord ; there must be many in 
every Church prepared dispassionately to consider any 
proposals for a reformation. Truth is simple, but grand 
in its simplicity, in physics, and in morals ; and churches, 
which are human institutions, to promote faith in God, the 
source of truth, and obedience to his spiritual law, must 
ultimately possess this simplicity of character, and throw 
off all pretensions, all mystical, ceremonial, and typical 
observances, and get from the Bible the essential truths 
contained in it ; we may then have some hope of doing 
away with the divisions amongst Christians, and with 
sectarianism, which sees everything through its own 
medium. Is there not a motion in the dry bones indica- 
tive of coming life, a desire to get at truth, a readiness for 
impartial inquiry ? May not a hope dawn that a Gospel 
day is coming in which truth and charity will shine forth 
in the glory of GK)d, as exhibited in the face of Jesus 
Christ ? The reader is requested dispassionately to con- 
sider the views offered on this important subject, and the 
suggestions for a Liturgy. 

As our Divine Master, in cleansing the leper, giving 
sight to the blind, and raising to life the widow's son, 
not only exhibited his love to individuals, but a love that 
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embraced all mankind, so we must desire to see a Cliurch 
possessing a similar universality of character, derived 
from its representing the law of the Lord in its fulness 
and simplicity. All mankind are equally the children of 
God by creation, and are designed to become one flock 
under one shepherd, and the small portion of the human 
family to whom the written revelation has been intrusted 
ought to be a united band, spreading the Gospel every- 
where, and exhibiting the fruits of .unity derived from that 
revelation. It appears necessary that this inquiry should 
be undertaken by a layman, for ecclesiastics are bound to 
support some existing system. The writer, besides being 
a layman, claims a freedom from any sectarian bias ; cir- 
cumstances which have operated for the last forty years 
having entirely freed him from the bias of education, and 
of the sect of which he is a nominal member ; and the 
delightful feeling he enjoys in this liberty from bondage, 
he is desirous of communicating to others. And although 
he has found it necessary on so serious a subject plainly to 
expreiss his opinions, and denounce such existing creeds, 
doctrines, and practices as he conscientiously believes are 
not founded on the will of God, yet he entertains no hard 
feelings towards others. He has the strongest conviction 
that England is destined to regenerate mankind, and only 
requires unity in herself, to make great and rapid progress 
in it. With all her sectional differences, how much has 
she already accomplished, viz., the destruction of slavery 
throughout her dominions, and the slave trade generally ; 
a hatred of war, although hitherto unable to prevent its 
occasional occurrence ; free trade with all nations ; con- 
stant endeavour to improve her laws ; equal rights to all, 
and liberty of conscience. These may be considered 
evidences of her qualification to help others. Then if we 
look at her position in the world, we see h^r language 
promising to be ultimately the language of the earth, her 
colonies settled in every quarter of the globe, her trade 
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connecting her with them alL Let her add to these a 
unity of faith, and what may we not expect under Divine 
blessing I 

We are well aware that no system, long established and 
interwoven by habit and education into the fabric o£ 
opinion, and strengthened by pecuniary interests, can be 
suddenly altered. Oar object, therefore, is not to put down 
what exists, but to induce inquiry and stimulate thought. 
In free England we may dissent from what is established, 
follow oar own convictionSy and discuss any question, and 
it is in this way we hope for some suocess. We are con- 
vinced that in proportion to the acquisition of truth, and 
the practice of it, as respects religion, will be individual 
freedom and happiness. We have long been convinced 
that the only safe guide Christians have in religious 
matters is the Qospels, and that when our faith in the 
Divinity of Christ is firm, we can see in the words of our 
Lord the very truth of God, our understanding being en- 
lightened by tlie Holy Spirit 

It is then unnecessary and perplexing to seek for the 
principles of region elsewhere ; as soon as we con* 
fine our study to this charter, and become settled in 
the principles it contains, then we may enlarge our know- 
ledge by ^ revelation fix>m<jod and of God contained in 
the Old Testament ; and, as collateral helps, by the testi- 
mony of Paul, Peter, James, and John, in the New. The 
faistcMry of the Christian Churches is quite sufficient to 
induce ns to confine our faith to the revelation by Jesus 
Christ, and make as desire that an outward Church should 
arise founded on this Bock alone ; and that all ritualism, 
U'aditions, and creeds of human invention should be dis- 
carded. 
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PART I. 

REVIEW OF THE REVELATION OP GOD AND HIS WILL 
TO MAN. 

CHAPTER I. 

FIRST PERIOD. — UNDER THE PATRURCHS. 



f^ The history of man from tlie begiiming is only 
to be found in the Bible, which we believe to be 
a true account, and which is the only record of 
a personal revelation of God to man, making 
known his infinite power and perfections. There 
is another revelation in the natural world, appre- 
ciable by our senses and understanding, exhibit- 
ing God as a Creator of infinite wisdom and 
power, and this greatly strengthens the written 
revelation. Man is not the only animal possessing 
life, but he is the only one who possesses con- 
sciousness, or participating in God^s spiritual 
1 
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2 A LAYMAN^S FAITH. 

nature, or having cognizance of good and, evil. To 
make him a fit companion of God, from the begin- 
ning God instructed him, and the Bible is a record 
of the events of man^s history and of God^s 
teaching. 

The Book of Genesis, attributed to Moses, but 
relating events long anterior to him, may be 
considered traditionary. Reason confirms the 
substance of the narrative, for there must have 
been a beginning; and a Creator of infinite power 
and wisdom. To quibble about the " Days of 
Creation'^ is trifling, and equally so as to the 
relation of the fall of man ; they are both true in 
substance, though never designed to be scientific 
or literal, therefore a candid construction must be 
given them. Moses may be supposed to have 
derived the history of Abraham from his de- 
scendants, who no doubt preserved it with great 
care, especially as it contained the promise of 
their deliverance from bondage, and the prophecy 
of their future greatness: containing truths neces- 
sary to be communicated to all mankind, in all 
ages ; we may believe the providence of God was 
extended for its preservation. This earliest 
history, although very imperfect as respects the 
human family generally, distinctly declares the 
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unity of God^ and reveals a moral government 
from the beginning. The words addressed to 
Cain are the same as those addressed to us : 
'^ If thou doest well^ shalt thou not be accepted ? 
If thou doest evil^ sin lieth at the door/' God 
personally communicated his will to Abraham^ * 
Isaac^ and Jacob ; Enoch walked with God^ and 
the highest possible character is given of Mel- 
chisedec, king of Salem; but although there 
lived some righteous persons in that day, the 
general corruption was great, and to stem the 
flood of evil, and prevent its universality, God 
interposed in particular and general manners. 

In Abraham the history first becomes personal 
and detailed; it is the most remarkable contained 
in the Bible. The Lord repeatedly appeared to 
Abraham as a man, or an angel, declaring, '^I 
will bless thee and make thy name great, and 
thou shalt be a blessing; and in thee shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.^' ^^I am the 
Almighty God, walk before me, and be thou 
perfect.^' On this occasion, in Abraham's 90th 
year, God stamped his covenant with him, and 
with his* children, by circumcision. So free and 
intimate was Abraham's intercourse with God, so 
deeply was he imbued with a sense of the Divine 
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judgment and mercy, that in the beautiful relation 
of God^s visit to him, prior to the destruction of 
Sodom, we find Abraham pleading with him as a 
man with his friend, for the saving of the few 
righteous persons who might be found there. 
'^ That be far from thee to destroy the righteous 
with the wicked ; shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right ?^^ We may count on more know- 
ledge and conformity to the Divine will in Abra- 
ham than is recorded in the Bible, for we find in 
one of the Lord's communications with Isaac, he 
said, ^^ Abraham was blessed because he obeyed 
the voice of the Lord, kept his charge, command- 
ments, statutes, and laws/' yet Abraham was 
not distinguished as a lawgiver. Nothing is 
recorded in after times to equal this revelation to 
the patriarchs until the coming of Christ. It 
was a revelation of the highest kind, personal, 
and designed to attach man to God, and to found 
in the depths of the soul of that and succeeding 
generations, faith in him who revealed himself to 
the patriarchs in sight. It was an earnest of the 
Gospel day, in which Christ the Lord personally 
taught his followers, and of our day, — ^in which 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, is man's teacher. 
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SECOND PERIOD. — ^UNDEE THE LAW. 

We pass on 400 years, and find the family of 
Abraham become a numerous people in Egypt, 
settled in Goshen, a fertile province, preserving 
their faith in one God, 'and under his blessing 
become powerful, the promise to their great 
ancestor being fulfilled. Their numbers and 
strength excited the fears of Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, who oppressed them, and took means to 
destroy them by causing all their male infants to 
be put to death. In their distress they cried 
unto the Lord, who sent a deliverer in Moses, 
who led them out of Egypt on the way to 
Canaan, the land promised to be given them. 
The Hebrews, notwithstanding their knowledge 
of the one true God, and of his will, were natural 
men, and although hitherto kept from idolatry, 
showed themselves to be an unspiritual people; 
and had they not been especially instructed of 
God, and made eye-witnesses of his power, would 
have even merged into heathenism and idolatry; 
and, led and governed by immoral priests, would 
then have lost the knowledge of the one true 
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God, and have sunk into uncontrolled wickedness. 
It therefore pleased God, not for their sakes 
only, but for the good of all mankind, to take 
steps to preserve their faith in him; this was 
done at Sinai, by a public exhibition of mira- 
culous power, and by giving . them a religious, 
moral, and civil law. No ancient law can com* 
pare with this, which, coming direct from God, 
first enunciated the great commandment of all, 
'^ The Lord our God is one Lord ;^' then the 
moral law comprised in ten commandments ; 
then sundry other laws, statutes, and ordinances, 
some especially adapted to the people, the age, 
and the climate ; others suitable for all people, 
in all ages; and, lastly, regulations for the worship 
of God, for sacrifices, oflferings for sins and for 
gratitude, and fasts and feasts at periodic times. 
The whole being designed to preserve their faith 
in God, keep them from idolatry, make them, by 
heart-felt obedience, a wise, holy, and happy 
people, a people of the Lord, showing the fruits 
of righteousness, a city set on a hill, to be a light 
and example to all surrounding nations. 

Having given them this good law, the Lord 
led them through the wilderness to the borders 
of the land promised to their fathers ; he mani- 
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fested his presence in a pillar of cloud by day, 
and a pillar of fire by night; and bis love and 
power by giving them daily food from heaven. 
But they repeatedly rebelled against him, and in 
their hearts turned back into Egypt. This mar- 
vellous ingratitude and want of faith had a meet 
retribution in 40 years' wanderings, until all the 
men who came out of Egypt, who had murmured 
against the Lord, had died in the wilderness. 

The good law, and the fruitful land of Canaan, 
the com, the wine, and oil, which God now gave 
them, notwithstanding, the provings of their 
fathers in the wilderness, did not prevent their 
turning to idolatry, and doing evil in the sight of 
the Lord. Occasionally, when suffering in bond- 
age to heathen nations, or under the influence of 
good rulers, they returned to the Lord; but on 
the whole, they proceeded from bad to worse, and 
throwing off entirely their allegiance, they plunged 
into all the sins of the heathen, even to sacrifice 
their sons and their daughters to Moloch. 
Then the Lord cast off Israel, and scattered 
them amongst the nations, and they became for 
ever lost as a people. Judah remained until^ 
like their brethren, neglecting the warnings of 
God through the prophets, and turning to 
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idolatry, they went into captivity in Babylon for 
70 years. The whole history of the Jews is 
a melancholy one, being replete with wicked- 
ness and wilful desertion of God, whilst it is a 
monument of God^s forbearance, who for 1800 
years followed them with judgments and mercies. 
Well might the Lord plead .with them through 
his prophet : '^ I brought you into a plentiful 
country, to eat the fruit thereof, and the 
goodness thereof; but when you entered into it, 
you defiled my land, and made mine heritage an 
abomination. The priests said not. Where is the 
Lord? they that handled the law knew me not: 
and the prophets prophesied by Baal. I will 
plead with you. See if there is such a thing. Hath 
a nation changed their gods ? But my people 
have changed their glory for what doth not 
profit. Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, be 
horribly afraid, saith the Lord. For my people 
have committed two evils, they have forsaken 
Me, the fountain of living water, and have hewn 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold 
no water." 

After the Babylonish captivity idolatry appears 
to have ceased amongst the Jews, but the people 
became dead in spirit, the letter of the law was 
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their idol ; and when Christ came, traditions had 
become interwoven with the law, and overruled 
it, and we find them described as a sinful and 
adulterous generation, looking to him for that 
extended dominion which was promised them on 
condition of their faithfulness to God ; but when 
Christ came in a humble form, only promising 
them dominion over sin by the practice of faith and 
good works, they rejected him and crucified him. 

We have now glanced at the whole history of 
the Jewish people; it is a touching history of the 
natural man, fully sets forth the means used to 
elevate him, not by changing his nature, but by 
inducing love of God and obedience to his will. Al- 
though it failed nationally, yet there were always 
righteous persons to be found, not only fulfiUing 
the outward law, but^ keeping the spiritual law 
from the heart. These were the faithful ones who 
looked for the coming of the Just One. To some 
of these we are indebted for the spiritual sayings 
recorded in the Old Testament, especially in the 
Psalms, which contain such heartfelt expressions 
of love, faith, reverence, and trust in God. 

By far the most important fact of this history 
is the revelation it contains of God himself, of 
his holiness, wisdom, goodness, and power ; his. 
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unalterable love to man, his long-snffering, his 
loving-kindness, and tender mercy; his unceasing 
efforts to draw man near to him, and confer his 
own happiness upon him. 



CHAPTER III. 

THIRD PERIOD. — THE NEW COVENANT OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Judaism being about to be extinguished, 
universal heathenism would have prevailed had 
not some means been provided for preserving a 
knowledge of the existence of one true God. 
There therefore was a necessity for another re- 
velation, and a fuller manifestation of the Divine 
will and perfections ; and it pleased God to effect 
this by sending Jesus Christ, and in him exhibit 
a union of the Divine with the human nature, and 
inaugurate a new law for all mankind. God 
therefore did not send another prophet, but 
came in the person of Jesus Christ, to teach his 
people himself. This was therefore spiritual 
teaching, differing from the law of Moses, and is 
the end to which all human teaching must point. 
It is therefore of the greatest importance to ascer- 
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tain the verities of this new and last covenant of 
grace, and this can only be done by studying the 
life, doings, and sayings of Jesus Christ, as pre- 
served in the Gospels. 

The manner of our Lord's coming was remark- 
able, and unprecedented in every respect. It was 
not ushered in with the sound of a trumpet, and 
with the thunderings and lightnings and fire of 
Sinai; he came a little child, born of a virgin, and 
cradled in a manger, at an inn in Bethlehem ; a 
heavenly and obedient child, conspicuous for 
wisdom, whose uncommon sayings his mother 
kept in her heart ; who increased in stature, and 
in favour with God and man, and the grace of 
God was upon him. 

It was long after he attained manhood, on 
his baptism by John the Baptist, that there 
was a visible descent of the Holy Ghost, and 
he was filled with it, and begun his mission. 
Not in any public exhibition of Divine power 
or human greatness, but in the wilderness, and 
in fasting and humiliation, where for 40 days 
he was tempted of the devil. The wisdom of the 
serpent was shown in these temptations, for they 
were adapted to our Lord's Divine nature. First, 
all the glory of the world was offered him ; then 
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he was asked to exhibit his Divine powers by 
turning stones into bread ; and, lastly, was invited 
to throw himself from a pinnacle of the temple. 
Our Lord meekly answered in the words of Scrip- 
ture; the devil was^ foiled, and angels came and 
ministered unto him. 

In these temptations, and on aU occasions, our 
Lord asserted his Divinity, and that he was the 
Son of God, the light of the world, the way, the 
truth, and the life. And his whole life was spent in 
showing the kingdom of heaven in himself, the 
way to it, to man, in making known the truths of 
God, and in giving life. He declared himself to 
be the Saviour of man— /rom sin by imparting 
righteousness, and from death, the wages of sin. 
He thus became the restorer of man to his birth- 
right of a child of God, by renewing the Diving 
image and likeness in all the faithful and obedient. 

On the morning of his birth, an angel ap- 
peared to some shepherds who kept watch over 
their flocks, saying, ^^ Behold, I bring you glad 
tidings of great joy to all people : for unto you is 
bom this day a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.^' 
Such a gracious message from heaven might well 
bring down upon the mountains of Judea a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praisiug God, and 
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saying, " Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill towards men/' After call- 
ing apostles, our Lord went forth to preach glad 
tidings, ^saying, ^' The time is fulfilled, the king- 
dom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe the 
gospel/' He went about all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, healing all manner of sickness 
and disease among the people. 

As without obedience there is no order, so we 
find our Lord enjoined the keeping of the law of 
Moses to the Jews, for until his new law was 
promulgated, it was the law to them ; but in his 
own person he broke the law repeatedly, for which, 
and for declaring that he was the Son of God, 
thus making himself equal with God, the Scribes 
and Pharisees sought to slay him. They turned 
a deaf ear to his words, but the common people 
heard him gladly, and to them he communicated 
in his sermon on the mount, and to his disciples, 
a compendium of the new law and new covenant 
which is ultimately to rule mankind. That won- 
derful discourse commenced by a recitation of 
the blessings of true religion, not merely outward, 
as those of Moses' law, but spiritual, to be given 
to the meek, the poor in spirit, the mourners, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peace-makers. 
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and to those who hungered and thirsted after 
righteousness ; these through sufferings, trials, and 
persecutions in this world, were to rej oioe, being 
the children of God, who were to see God. The 
other parts of this sermon are chiefly comparisons 
between the law and the gospel, and it is brought 
to a close by the declaration, so characteristic of 
aU our Lord^s teachings, that it is not the hear- 
ing the Divine truths, but doing them, that con- 
stitutes wisdom and brings salvation. These glad 
tidings are made known to us by four evangelists, 
— ^Matthew, Mark, and Luke, whose Gospels are 
substantially the same, and John, who more fully 
communicates the spiritual nature of the new 
'covenant. To have thus pointed out to us, in 
plain language, the path of salvation, is an ines- 
timable boon ; to know that we have a temple in 
our hearts, — ^where, when purified, we can offer 
spiritual sacrifices, and in which we can com- 
mune with God through the Spirit, — substituted 
for an outward temple; and that to worship 
therein we need no priests or typical or media- 
tory sacraments, is indeed glad tidings, a new 
covenant, and spiritual freedom. 

Let us now keep company with our Divine 
Master, first through the medium of the Gospel of 
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Jolm. He only gives an especial testimony to 
Christ's Divinity, to liis being the eternal Word 
with God from the beginning, the life and light 
of the world, which, although beyond human com- 
prehension, is a veritable object of faith. John 
only relates our Lord's discourse with Nicodemus, 
in which he teaches us what regeneration is ; with 
the woman of Samaria, in which true worship is 
defined ; in the synagogue of Capernaum, in which 
Divine communion is explained; with Martha and 
Mary at Bethany, in which the resurrection to 
eternal life is made known; and in various 
discourses and arguments with unbelieving 
Scribes and Pharisees, in all of which he asserts 
his Divinity, and declares that he speaks tlie words 
of God ; and, finally, in those conversations with 
the eleven at his last supper, in which he gives 
them his new commandment, '^to love one 
another as he had loved them,'' promises to send 
them the Comforter, who should abide with them 
for ever, teach them all things, and briug all 
things to their remembrance; in which he de- 
clares himself to be the true vine, and that all be- 
lievers are branches of it, and can only bear fruit 
as long as they abide in it ; comforts them as being 
the Good Shepherd^ who lays down his life for the 
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sheep, and as being tte only door into the divine 
sheepfold ; and tells them that he leaves them, to 
prepare a place for them, in his own spiritual 
kingdom, when mortality is put oflF. Man only 
reveals his sacred thoughts to those he loves, and 
by whom he is loved; John was the beloved 
disciple ; he lay on Jesus^ breast at supper; he was 
selected to be the foster-son of our Lord^s mother, 
and no doubt we owe the record of these spiritual 
sayings to that unity which subsisted between 
John and Christ, because John, more than any 
other disciple, saw through the veil. 

Let us now turn to the other evangelists, 
whose Gospels consist more of narratives of facts, 
but are not the less necessary for our under- 
standing the new dispensation. 

The castiQg out of devils, nowhere recorded by 
John, is a frequent relation of the other evan- 
gelists. It is peculiar to our Lord. No such power 
was given to the prophets. It is a proof of his 
Divinity, to whom the spiritual world only is sub- 
ject ; it constitutes the great character of the new 
dispensation, which gives us the good Spirit to en- 
able us to cast out the bad ; and our Lord^s warn- 
ing is the same to us as to those to whom he said, 
'^ You are of your father the devil, if the lusts of 
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your father ye will do/' We do not find in John 
any relation of our Lord's familiar visits to Pub- 
licans, Scribes, and Pharisees. They are of great 
value in showing his love and condescension to 
sinners, and that in joining in these feasts, he 
taught no restrictions, practised no abstainings, 
and made use of no forms of purification; he 
knew what was in man, and only required re- 
pentance and regeneration, and to heal the 
plague-spot of the soul; greeting the honest 
Zaccheus with the loving words, ^'This day is 
salvation come to this house ; " but to hypocrites 
he was unsparing in his denunciations. Neither 
do we find any parables recorded in John, which 
are so frequent in the other Gospels. Parables are 
pictures of familiar things, stories for the memory, 
containing deep instruction when unlocked by the 
spiritual key. How often our Lord portrayed the 
kingdom of heaven in parables ! Neither do we 
find in John any account of our Lord's diurnal 
progresses in Judpa, not taken in state, as those 
of an earthly king, but on foot. We may gather 
the spiritual manna from his lips day by day, as 
we walk with him through the fields, on the 
mountains, by the sea, in the towns and villages, 
or sit down with him at the wells of Judea. In 
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the fulness of his love for his chosen people, be- 
come the scattered and lost sheep, in these 
walks, in their synagogues, and in the temple, he 
afforded them the last and greatest visitation of 
mercy: '^How often would I have gathered you, 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings*'^ 
That nothing should be wanted, he also sent out 
70 disciples, gifted with miraculous powers, 
who, if rejected, were commanded to declare, 
'^ Nevertheless, be ye sure of this, that the king- 
dom of heaven is come nigh unto you." 

His loving visits, heavenly words, and acts of 
healing, had a present effect on the multitude, 
who went about to make him a king ; and on one 
occasion accompanied him into Jerusalem, meek 
and lowly as he was, shouting, ^^ Hosannas and 
blessings on him who came in the name of the 
Lord." Some of the Pharisees also believed on 
him, but secretly, lest they should be cast out of 
the synagogue; but it proved only a transient faith, 
for in the day of trial, when our Lord was 
brought before Pilate, instigated by their rulers, 
the people cried out, " Crucify him, crucify him." 
The varied relations of the two gospel histories 
strengthen each other, destroying all appearance 
of a cunningly-devised fable, its mixed human and 
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Divine character still further testifying to its 
truth. The Christian law is a revelation of 
principles, to be applied, in all the variety of cir- 
cumstances, by individuals. It therefore possesses 
that flexibility which is so remarkable in our 
Lord's sayings, and which adapts it to all nations^ 
tongues, and people, and for all time. . 

The foregoing review proves that Jesus Christ 
was God incarnate, the Messiah promised to the 
Jews ; who, personal and selfish, misunderstood 
the design of the Almighty, for they expected a 
king, human, but endued with superhuman 
might, who would subdue their natural enemies 
and restore an outward kingdom to Israel; 
therefore when Jesus came a humble, obscure 
individual, the reputed son of a carpenter, incul- 
cating obedience to their Eoman masters, de- 
claring his kingdom was not of this world, and 
associating with women and poor fishermen, they 
rejected him. ^^ He came to his own, but his own 
received him not ; but to as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them who believed in his name." 
Through the law and the prophets God especially 
made known himself and his will to the Jews. 
Had they been obedient they would have been the 
2* 
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light of the world, and would have induced 
obedience to the true faith in many heathen 
peoples, and thus have prepared the way for the 
universal extension of the spiritual law ; but they 
were disobedient, the fulness of time was come, 
and Christ ended the law, the temple, and the 
priesthood. Our closing review will show how 
slow of heart to believe in a new covenant were 
professing Christians, and how soon the natural 
man restored the substance of the old law, and 
for many centuries shut out the light of the 
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. 



CHAPTER IV. 

FOURTH PERIOD. THE CHRISTIAN ERA. 

The last words of our Lord to his disciples 
were, '^ Tarry ye in Jerusalem until ye be endued 
with power from on high.'' On the day of Pente- 
cost there came a sudden and miraculous out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost upon them. In this 
manner it pleased God to inaugurate a new era, 
by especial gifts to chosen men. Something more 
than a simple statement of the Truth has been 
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found necessary at all great epochs, to induce 
mankind to enter upon a new course, and the 
miraculous gifts to the Apostolic Church induced 
great numbers to accept the new faith ; and, in 
the warmth of their first love, many brought 
their books and burnt them, and sold their pos- 
sessions, and had all things common. It was a 
time of excitement ; great and marvellous events 
were anticipated; a second personal coming of 
Christ, a reign of the saints, and an end of the 
old world. Being totally ignorant of God^s ways, 
and misinterpreting one of our Lord^s sayings, 
they did not suppose that the new law was only 
to come into dominion by the slow but sure pro- 
cess of individual conviction. Accordingly, we 
find, even in the apostles' days, a retrograde 
action, and 100 years had not passed away be- 
fore antichrist had risen up, as exemplified in the 
seven churches in Asia. 

During the three first centuries the Eoman 
emperors were pagans, sometimes tolerating and 
then persecuting Christians. We have little au- 
thentic history of these times. Christian associa- 
tions (the Church in the house of Paul) were first 
formed, and grew into district churches, and were 
at last governed by a hierarchical body. Some 
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bishops were distinguislied for their piety, learn- 
ings and zeal, and some fragments remain of their 
writings ; they are called the Fathers, but held 
discordant views, and ought not to be considered 
any authorities, now that the Scriptures are com- 
mon. They ruled in their several provinces, and 
were learned, upholdingtheir own particular views, 
often coloured by heathen philosophy; they 
caused great divisions in the Christian Church, 
which were brought to an end by Constantine 
the Ghreat, when a creed, doctrine, and Hturgy, 
were settled, termed orthodox. Two Churches 
had rule, — ^Bome in the West, and Constantinople 
in the East, which continue to this day. The 
former possessed universal sway over Europe, 
until the Reformation, The basis of the power 
of Rome was its assumption of apostolic descent 
fjpom the Apostle Peter, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to its ministers, giving it infallibility. We 
cannot feel surprised that, in these dark ages, 
such a hierarchy acquired universal authority, 
and wielded both the spiritual and temporal 
sword ; for its abbots, bishops, and other eccle- 
siastics, acquired large territorial possessions, 
and being qualified by learning, filled the highest 
oflBlces of state. The religion they taught was 
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tliat whicli ministered to their pride and power, 
not the Religion of Jesus Christ. Accordingly, we 
find conscientious persons, who dared to dissent 
from the orthodox standard, were prosecuted by 
a court termed the holy oflGlce, and were often 
immured in the dungeons of its Inquisition, or 
turned over to the civil power, to be burnt, as in 
England, under the writ '^ De heretico combu- 
rendo/' These were the dark ages, when ignor- 
ance and superstition shut out the light of the 
gospel. Yet God was not left without witnesses ; 
although gross darkness prevailed, there were 
sparks of life ; and the Church, the very power 
that enslaved mankind, was made the unconscious 
instrument of reformation, for she preserved in* 
tact the Bible in manuscript, soon to appear in 
another form to enlighten the world. The rich, 
the great, and ecclesiastics, were the only per- 
sons educated, and these could have few books to 
read but hves of saints or missals, for there was 
no general knowledge, and the manuscript form 
rendered them costly. It pleased God in the 
14th century to impart the art of printing, and 
by this simple means change this state of things ; 
for this led to the revival of learning, and the 
writings of Greece and Eome were studied, and 
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an eager pursuit of letters followed. Then, and 
not until then, the true value of the Bible ap- 
peared ; for the revelation of God and of his will, 
which it contained, finding an answer in the soul; 
individual religion spread, and honest priests and 
enlightened laymen, testing the creed and doc- 
trines and ritual of the Church of Eome by the 
Divine revelation, immediately discovered glaring 
errors, and contended for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints by Jesus Christ. Wycliffe, 
in England, and, led by his writings, Huss, in 
Germany, were the pioneers in the great work of 
enlightenment. The former, backed by the great 
Duke John of Gaunt, confronted the Eomish 
priests, and translated the Bible into English. 
His was a shining light in his day, but it was 
allotted to Luther by his reformation to kindle 
an unextinguishable flame. 



CHAPTER V. 

FIFTH PERIOD. — THE EEFOEMATION. 

The instrumentality of man is required to 
carry out the wiU of God on earth, but, at best, 
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man is an imperfect instrument. Luther is an 
example of this ; his reformation was great^ but 
imperfect, for it did not embody the pure faith and 
doctrines of the gospel, or lead to the diflfusion 
of divine charity. The Reformation was a storm, 
which, to some extent, purified the air, but there 
was no universality in its character, and it 
awakened, both in Protestant and Papist, the 
fiercest passions and most deadly prejudices. 
Erasmus was the only calm and philosophic re- 
former, but was deficient in courage and in 
action, and pleased neither party. Much as we 
must regret the storms of religious parties, they 
in that day were inseparable from humanity and 
the age ; and we must accept them as giving an 
instalment of truth, fitted for a passionate and 
unenlightened and unchristian age. The chief 
gain to society by Luther^s Reformation was the 
breach in the universal sway of Rome, never to 
be repaired : it freed Protestants from the sway of 
a pope, councils, and clergy; from the mass, and 
its doctrine of transubstantiation; from the wor- 
ship of the Virgin, intercession of saints, au- 
ricular confession, the power of absolution; from 
purgatory and indulgences, and the claim of 
Rome to be the only Church holy and apostolic. 
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and the only expositor of what the Bible teaches, 
and to hold the keys, by which she pretends to 
open and shut heaven. 

To be freed from such errors was an enormous 
gain to Protestants. On the other hand, truth 
compels us to acknowledge that Protestantism 
did not bring religious liberty. In putting down 
one spiritual tyranny, it established many ; for 
each Church, so far as it was able, required con- 
formity to its creed, doctrines, and ritual, and 
punished recusants. No doubt this was partly 
owing to an imperfect appreciation of liberty of 
conscience, and of the nature of the gospel dispens- 
ation ; and, also, to the notion that Church estab- 
lishments were necessary for religion. In their 
pride the Eeformers imagined they held the pure 
faith of Jesus Christ ; but can we assent to this, 
knowing that the doctrines of election and repro- 
bation, faith without works, and imputative right- 
eousness, were largely held by them ; and that 
there was a great want of charity, of self-denial, 
and of morality ; whilst war was more frequent 
than ever ? 

There was so much good sense in Luther'a 
reformations, coming at a time when the dif- 
fusion of learning had led to greater freedom 
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of thought and opinion, tliat Eome itself might 
have accepted a compromise for the sake of unity, 
and to preserve her power, but for these grievous 
blots in the Protestant faith and practice, which 
we believe mainly led to the continuance of an 
unreformed Catholic Church. Whilst professors 
of religion were quarrelling, quiet, enlightened, 
and independent men became infidels, casting 
off religion altogether, or contending that reason 
alone was sufficient to secure moral conduct. 
The old law lasted 1800 years, and a like period 
has passed away since the introduction of 
Christianity, but it must be admitted the world 
is not Christianized. 350 years of this latter 
period are gone since Luther inaugfurated the 
Reformation. It was a noble stand for something 
better than Popery, but sadly failed of establish- 
ing a Church based on the pure faith, doctrines, 
and charity of Jesus Christ. We, therefore, 
invite the laity of England to join us in a review 
of the creeds of the Churches o^ our day, and 
test them by the Gospels. Perhaps we may 
discover some of the causes of their short- 
comings, and thus promote unity. It is very 
important, for Churches are the great instruments 
of popular belief, and are therefore useful or 
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injurious in proportion to tlie truth of their faith 
and doctrines. We have selected for review 
^^ The Exposition of the Doctrines of the Catholic 
Church in matters of Controversy,'^ by Bossuet, 
a learned and liberal bishop of that Church, which 
was declared to be conformable to the decrees 
of the Council of Trent, and was approved by 
Pope Innocent X. and 10 Catholic bishops ; and 
was published in England in 1686, at the express 
desire of James II. Its design was to remove 
the objections of Protestants, and induce them to 
return to the mother Church. As these doctrines 
and sacraments substantially agree with many 
now held by Protestants, especially by the Church 
of England, in reviewing them we shall get at the 
pith of the matter more readily than by consider- 
ing the modifications of them maintained by the 
various Protestant sects separately. 
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PART II. 

REVIEW OF BOSSUET^fi EXPOSITION OP THE DOCTRINES OP 
THE CATHOLIC CHTJECH. 



CHAPTER VI. 

RELIGIOUS WORSHIP TERMINATING IN GOD. 
Text of Bossuet. 

'^ The Catholic Clmreli teaches that adoration 
is due to God alone, and consists principally in 
believing he is the Creator, and Lord of all things, 
and in adhering to him with all the powers of 
our soul, by faith, hope, and charity, as to him 
alone who can render us happy by the commu- 
nication of an infinite good, which is himself.^' 

It is delightful to begin our inquiry with this 
true and beautiful declaration, so fit a basis for 
Christian unity. 



d by Google 



80 A LAYMAN^S FAITH. 

Invocation of Saints, 
Text of Bossuet. 

'^ All religious worship ought to terminate in 
God, as its necessary end ; and if the honour 
which the Church tenders to the blessed Virgin 
and to the saints, may, in some sense, be termed 
religious, it is for its necessary relation to God. 

^^ The Church, in teaching it is profitable to 
pray to saints, teaches us to pray to them in the 
same spirit of charity which moves us to demand 
assistance of our brethren living upon earth. 

^^We pray to God either to give us good 
things, or deliver us from evil ; but because the 
saints are more acceptable to him than we are, 
we beg of them to undertake our cause, but use 
two very different forms of prayer : for God we 
address. Have pity on us, hear our prayer ; to the 
saints only. Pray for us." 

The Council of Trent prescribes to bishops to 
teach '^That the saints which reign with Jesus 
Christ offer up to God their prayers for men, to 
obtain of God his benefits, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, his Son, who is our sole Saviour 
and Eedeemer." 
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Imager and Helics. 

The Council of Trent " expressly forbids us to 
believe any divinity or virtue in them, for which 
they ought to be reverenced; to demand any 
favour of them, or put any trust in them, and 
ordains that any honour given to them should be 
referred to the saints, who are represented by 
them ; we use them to raise our minds towards 
heaven." 

Satisfactions, JPurgatori/, and Indulgences. 

'^ Catholics teach that Jesus Christ, God and 
man, was solely capable, through the infinite 
dignity of his person, to offer to God a sufficient 
satisfaction for our sins, but could apply it, either 
by entire remission, or by changing an eternal pain 
into a temporal." 

The first he makes use of immediately in 
baptism ; the second, in the pardon he grants to 
those who fall after baptism, who are to sufier some 
temporal pain, though the eternal be remitted. 
'^ The satisfaction given by Jesus Christ is upon 
what conditions, what law, or what restrictions it 
pleases him. It is to satisfy this obligation we 
are subjected to painful works. The primitive 
Church imposed cwiionical pains on penitents. 
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When these are undergone in humility, it is called 
satisfaction, and when she pardons some of that 
pain which is due to them, that is called in- 
dulgences. Those who depart this life in grace 
and charity, but, nevertheless, indebted to the 
Divine Justice some pains which it reserved, are 
to suflFer them in another life.'' This is what the 
Council of Trent proposes to our belief, touching 
the souls detained in purgatory. Such is the 
innocent and holy doctrine of the Catholic faith, 
touching satisfactions. 

A search into the peculiarities of a Church is, 
perhaps, the best way of discovering the human 
element that defiles it. These doctrines of Rome 
are peculiarities having no sanction in the Gospels ; 
we, therefore, can only consider them to be vain 
and human contrivances, the fruits of which are 
bitter. Wherever they have sway, faith degen- 
erates into superstition, and into a trust in a 
Church instead of in God. They may have 
originated in a desire to enlighten the conscience 
and improve the morals of people emerging from 
heathenism, who had been accustomed to depend 
on their priests ; but at last were adopted and 
became part of the ritual of a Church claim- 
ing infaUibihty, who found a sensuous system 
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agreeable to vulgar minds. There is sometliing 
exceedingly shocking in this intercession thus 
described as being carried on in heaven, in which 
Jesus Christ, as a subordinate, is joined with his 
mother (installed the Queen of heaven), and with 
all the saints in the calendar (whose sanctity 
nobody knows anything about), to whom people 
are directed, instead of simply praying, as our 
Lord commanded us, '^ To our Father in heaven.^' 
, Luther exposed this fully ; indeed, the preach- 
ing of Indulgences, by Tetzel, was the first cause 
of the Reformation. We see in what manner the 
Council of Trent attempts to gloss it over ; but we 
have only to refer to the missals of the present 
day, to see the apology was only designed for the 
learned, and that the vulgar are taught it in all 
its grossness. Practically, it is the almost exclu- 
sive hope of the Catholic people during life, as 
the viaticum and the forgiveness of sins consti- 
tute their hope in death. Thus Rome sends an 
ignorant and deluded multitude into the spiritual 
world. Compare this with the whole confession of 
holy men given in the Bible, and we shall see 
how difierent their practice was. Their trust was 
in God, to whom they poured out the wants of 
the soul in penitence and prayer, for God only 
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was their hope and their Saviour. '^My soul, 
wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is 
from him; he only is my rock and my salvation/^^ 
And in ours, the gospel day, all that is required 
is laid down in the Gospels, a pure, unobtrusive, 
spiritual religion, calling every individual to self- 
denial, , and the practice of everything that is 
holy, just, and good. And the injunction to those 
under the law has its spiritual meaning under the 
gospel : " Thou shalt keep my words in thy 
heart, diligently teach them to thy children, talk 
of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when 
thou walkest in the way, when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up ; and bind them for a sign 
upon thy hand, and as frontlets between thy eyes ; 
write them on the posts of thy house, and on thy 
gates." Here is enjoined no law of the priests, 
but the law of God, with which every man was 
expected to be familiarly acquainted. 
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JUSTIFICATION, MERITS, AND GOOD WORKS. 
The text of Bossuet. 

'" We believe that our sins are freely forgiven 
ns by tbe Divine mercy, for Jesus Christ's sake/' 
^^ We are said to be justified gratis, because none 
of those acts which precede justification, whether 
they be faith or good works, can merit the 
grace/' '^ We believe our sins not only to be 
covered, but also entirely washed away by the 
blood of Jesus Christ, and by the grace of re- 
generation, so that the justice of Jesus Christ is 
not only imputed, but actually communicated to 
the faithfiil by the operation of the Holy Spirit/' 
^' If the righteousness which is in us were only 
such in the eyes of man, it would not be the 
work of the Holy Ghost ; it is then a righteous- 
ness, and that before God, seeing it is God him- 
self who produces it in us, by pouring forth his 
charity in our hearts/' 

'' The Catholic Church teaches us that eternal 
life ought to be proposed to the children of God, 
both as a grace, which is mercifdlly promised 
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unto them by the mediation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and as a recompence which is faithfully- 
rendered to those good works and merits, in yir- 
tue of that promise/' " All the price and value 
of a Christian's works proceed from the sanctifying 
grace which is given gratis, in the name of Jesus 
Christ/' ^^ Eeally the precepts, exhortations, pro- 
mises, threatenings, and reproaches of the gos- 
pel, show clearly enough we must work out our 
own salvation, by the co-operation of our works, 
together with the grace of God assisting us; but it 
is one of our first principles, that the free wiU can 
act nothing conducing to eternal happiness, but 
as it is moved and elevated by the Holy Ghost." 

We have little to object to this exposition of 
Bossuet's on justification, merits, and good works, 
for it consists of faith in God in Christ, and good 
works performed by the help of the Holy Spirit ; 
but still it is a see-saw statement, not simple 
truth, for there is incorporated with it salvation 
by faith alone, which at the Reformation grew 
into glaring magnitude. Instead of entering into 
a long discussion upon the views then and now 
entertained respecting it, we propose to state 
what we consider Scripture justification to be; 
for there is a terrible fear in the Churches of 
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recognizing any righteousness in man, whereas 
Christ told his disciples, '' He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit ; ^^ and a Church of Christ will keep to him 
and his words, which are clear and the truth. 
Impartial observers must see how people are 
taught to cling to a justii&cation which relieves 
them from the necessity of individual exertion, 
by a dependence on the personal sacrifice of 
Christ, 1800 years ago. The consequences are 
most serious, the status of practical religion is 
lowered by it, and the bringing in of righteous- 
ness hindered, which was really the great end of 
our Lord^s coming and death, ^^that he might 
bring us to God/' We must, therefore, endea- 
vour to explain this doctrine, which is the key- 
stone of religion; hoping thereby to form a 
firmer basis for a Church to build on than at 
present exists in that of most Christian 
Churches. 

Man has two natures, a human and a divine, 
both given him by his Creator. The human is 
lodged in a material body, gifted with senses ; it 
has only a temporary existence, dies, and is re- 
solved into its original elements, the elements 
which form the earth, and from which they are 
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derived^ and from wliicli God has ordered they 
shall never depart. 

The soul, possessing will, consciousness, rea- 
son, and intellect, is influenced by passion, pride, 
vanity, selfishness, and sensuality ; and the spirit, 
an adjunct to the soul, bestowed expressly to 
regulate and guide man's lower faculties and ele- 
vate him to the altitude of heaven, and mani- 
fested in sinners by its rebukes in the conscience, 
and, in those who love God and seek him, by its 
clear revelations of truth, being the witness for 
God in the soul. 

Thus man, in body, soul, and spirit, is God's 
workmanship, dependent on him. The soul and 
spirit, being made for eternal duration, are capable 
of communion with God, and man is only safe 
whilst under his protection and guidance : for 
there is also a spirit of evil, and the soul of man 
is open to its assaults. This spirit, called in 
Scripture the devil or Satan, is, as the author of 
evil, seeking to draw man away from God, into 
the commission of wickedness. However mys- 
terious this may be, we know that man, as Jesus 
Christ, is tempted, and when he yields, falls from 
righteousness, and needs a restoration to fit him 
again for unity with God ; and this is the gracious 
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work of God, carried on in the soul of man 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit, and is 
justification. To consider the imputative right- 
eousness of Christ the sole means of man's 
restoration from a fallen state, is contrary to rea- 
son and revelation. Our Lord in the new cove- 
nant calls upon men to repent and believe the 
gospel, to cease from sin, and in humility come 
to God, the loving, holy, merciful, and gracious 
Godj who will then forgive us, and redeem ns 
from all iniquity, and make us zealous of good 
works. This is not only the truth of the gospel, 
but of every revelation from the beginning. The 
Psalms are full of the most touching descriptions 
of it : " Bless the Lord, O my soul ! and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name ; bless the 
Lord, my soul ! and forget not all his bene- 
fits ; who forgiveth all thy iniquities, who healeth 
all thy diseases, who redeemeth thy life from de- 
struction, and crowneth thee with loving-kindness 
and tender mercies, who satisfieth thy mouth 
with good things, so that thy youth is renewed 
as the eagle's.^' 

The mystifiers of truth place in us a worse 
position under Jesus Christ than under the law, 
by their legal remedy for sin, for they make slaves 
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of US, instead of granting us the liberty and power 
of sons of God, to which we are called in the gos- 
pel. Faith is indispensable to connect man with 
the unseen God; but faith in Jesus Christ and 
the faith of Jesus Christ are very diflFerent : the 
one is personal only, and may be and is the faith 
of devils ; the other comprises all that Christ did 
and taught, and which, when living, gives spirit- 
ual life and works righteousness. The life and 
the death of Christ are of inestimable value ; be- 
getting personal love to him, and leading to faith 
in his spiritual presence, as the Holy Spirit in 
the soul. We then become, in spirit, companions 
with him in his walks in Judea, are one with him 
in temptations, dine with him at the house of 
Zaccheus, listen to his promise of immortal life to 
the sisters of Lazarus, and learn, as we sit with 
him on Jacobus well, that he can give us living 
water, springing up into everlasting life. Even 
though we must feel unworthy to attend him, we 
can go to him freely as sinners, in repentance, 
knowing that he will forgive us, and graft us 
unto himself, the spiritual vine. True justification, 
therefore, comprises all those changes which man 
undergoes in regeneration, and all those graces 
which he will acquire in becoming a new crea- 
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ture. Tliis, which God calls for, is perfectly com- 
patible with our human nature, and the free exer- 
cise of aU our faculties, for the operation of Divine 
teaching is not to change our nature, but to give 
it freer and fuller exercise, to regulate and 
sanctify it, to prompt to good motives, to lead us 
to keep God^s will, and labour after his per- 
fections. 

When the soul is relieved from the burthen 
of sin, from superstition and bigotry, it enters on 
a new life, in which the understanding is en- 
lightened to see further, love takes the place of 
fear, and in which there is no condemnation; 
for God then becomes all in aU, and we are justi- 
fied indeed. We, therefore, are justified by being 
made just. God never imputed the sins of the 
father to the children : the father or the son that 
departed from evil, lived. Neither did he impute 
the righteousness of the father to the son : the 
father or the son who departed from righteous- 
ness, difed. This was the equal and just way of 
God, of him who never changes, but is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; and who thus 
declared that justification and sanctification are 
inseparable. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

EPISCOPACY AND HOLY ORDERS. 

The text of Bossuet. 
''Jesus Christ laid the foundation of the 
Church by preaching ; the unwritten Word was 
the first rule of Christianity, and when the writings 
of the New Testament were added, the unwritten 
Word did not on that account lose its authority; 
which makes us receive with especial veneration 
all that was taught by the apostles, whether by 
writing or word of mouth. A doctrine comes from 
the apostles^ when it is invariably embraced by all 
Christian Churches, without any possibility of 
showing its beginning ; wherefore we are careful 
to gather up all that our fathers have left us, and 
conserve the deposition of tradition, as well as 
of the Scriptures/' '' The Church being estab- 
lished by God, to be the guardian of tradition 
and Scripture, we receive the canonical Scrip- 
tures from the Church; we learn tradition also 
from her, and by the means of tradition we 
learn the pure sense of Scripture. The Church 
does nothing but declare the Divine revelation, 
by the interior direction of the Holy Ghost, who 
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18 given her as her teacher ; so that in any dis- 
pute, the Church interposes her authority and 
says, ^ It seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to 
us,' and her children are bound to receive her 
decisions, believing from her mouth they have 
the oracle qf the Holy Ghost ; therefore we say 
in the Creed, ^I believe in the Holy Ghost,' 
and add immediately, ' The Holy Catholic 
Church,' and acknowledge the infallible and per- 
petual verity of the universal Church." 

Episcopacy. 

" The Son of God' being desirous his Church 
should be one, and solidly built upon unity, hath 
established and constituted the primacy of St 
Peter, to maintain and cement it. Upon which 
account we acknowledge the primacy in the suc- 
cessors of the prince of the apostles ; to whom, 
for this cause, we owe that obedience and sub- 
mission which the holy councils and fathers have 
ever taught the faithful. Episcopal government 
was established by Jesus Christ himself, and St 
Peter's chair has a solid foundation in the gospel, 
and an evident succession in tradition." 

Solt/ Orders. 
'^ The imposition of hands in holy orders. 
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being accompanied by a blessing of the Holy Qhosty 
which the administrators of holy things receive y 
ought to be placed among tlie number of the 
sacraments/^ One of the Councils says, ^'We 
acknowledge the Holy Catholic and Eoman 
Church to be the mother and mistreiss of the 
Churches, and we promise and swear to the 
Bishop of Eome, successor of St Peter, prince of 
the apostles, and vicar of Jesus Christ, a true 
obedience/^ 

The Council of Lateran says, ^^ The Pope has 
power to depose princes, and absolve subjects 
from their allegiance/' 

We have placed before the reader the claim of 
the Church of Rome to a divine original, and for 
perpetual virtue and authority; let us now search 
the New Testament and see whether we can find 
any sanction for it. It is one of the most im- 
portant questions we have to consider, and is 
more or less the claim of all established Churches. 
In God, and in his revelation through Jesus 
Christ, the truth only can be found, and this is 
embodied, in Holy Scripture, especially in the 
Gospels, which are the great charter of Christians. 
We must study the words and the spirit of this 
charter diligently and impartially, if we wish to 
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determine the validity of the claim set tip by the 
Church of Rome to be the mother and mistress of 
all Churches, to be the declarator of the sense of 
^ Scripture, to be the authority for tradition, and 
to possess the perpetual interior direction of the 
Holy Ghost. As to the claim to rank tradition 
on a par with Holy Scripture, and to declare all 
that the Church teaches of this character is de- 
rived from the apostles, it is equivalent to setting 
up another revelation, and to making the words 
of man equally authoritative with those of God. 
It has been the cause of degeneracy in Churches, 
and made the word of Popes, councils, and con- 
claves equal to that of Jesus Christ. It is in 
vain to search the Scriptures for any authority 
for it. To ascertain what our Lord came to 
establish, we must bear in mind what he came 
to destroy. God gave the Jews the Levitical 
law, established it by multiplied sanctions and 
supernatural signs, made it complete in all its 
parts, by an outward tabernacle and temple, 
divine ordinances^ rites, ceremonies, and sacri- 
fices, fasts and feasts, and an anointed priest- 
hood, exclusively devoted to the duties of the 
sanctuary. Obedience to this law was rewarded 
by blessings, disobedience punished by curses. 
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If the circumstances of a people became altered, 
requiring a change in the law, we might reason- 
ably expect to have that law amended, not 
destroyed ; but this was not in accordance with 
the Divine will, for a new law altogether was 
deemed necessary, and in the fulness of time 
Christ came, to give it; and having in his own 
person fulfilled and finished the old law, he 
destroyed the temple, put down the altar and 
the daily sacrifices, destroyed the city called 
holy, and scattered the Jews over the whole 
earth. He in its place inaugurated a new law, 
told men to go to God instead of the. priest, 
made the heart the temple, and sacrifices spiritual, 
thus preserving the essence of the old law — faith, 
love of God, and good works. The Church of 
Rome attempts to rebuild what our Lord destroyed, 
by her outward temples and altars, by a priest- 
hood like that of Levi, by claiming divine power 
for it, by separating it from the laity, taking 
tithes from the people for its support, and 
by profanely pretending to offer Jesus Christ 
perpetually in the mass as a sacrifice. Let us 
turn to the texts which are made the authority 
for making Peter the prince of apostles, the first 
Pope, and the appointer of successors in a per- 
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petual priesthood. Jesns asked his disciples^ 
" Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am? 
And they said, Some say thou art John the 
Baptist, some Elias, and others Jeremias, or one 
of the prophets. He said unto them. But whom 
say ye that I am ? Simon Peter answered and 
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but my 
Father, which is in heaven ; and I say unto thee, 
that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it ; and I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven.^^ Now the rock here spoken of is indu- 
bitably revelation, something divine, not the man 
Peter ; and any power Peter possessed was by 
virtue of divine revelation, not anything human; 
and there can be no foundation for any Church, 
or any binding or loosing, but God himself in 
Christ. It is clear that these sayings had nothing 
to do with the man Peter, for in the same chapter 
the froward Peter is rebuked by our Lord in 
these words, ^'Qet thee behind me, Satan; thou 
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art an oflTence unto me, for thou savourest not 
tlie things that be of God, but those that be of 
man/' Although an ardent disciple, he was 
the most fallible next to Judas Iscariot; he 
only of the eleven, after vehemently declaring 
that not only would he not deny his Master, but 
that he would rather give up his life for his sake, 
thrice in one day denied that he knew him. 
He was especially (at the beginning) the apostle 
of the circumcision only, and trimmed his sails to 
suit the Jewish converts, refusing to eat with 
Gentile converts ; yet this is the apostle selected 
by the Church of Rome to be the prince of the 
apostles, the founder and rock of the Catholic 
Church, whose consecrated descendants have 
power to forgive sins, and open and shut heaven; 
and who form a hierarchy gifted with divine 
illumination and spiritual power to govern the 
poor Christian laity. We know that God is no 
respecter of persons, and gives such degrees of 
revelation to every faithful holy soul as pleases 
him. This is the spiritual key of the spiritual 
kingdom, and it is a gross and vulgar notion to 
suppose any one apostle had it given him; much 
more to suppose that by the imposition of hands 
of priests it can be conveyed to another. The 
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Lord Jesus Christ, God blessed for ever, is the 
Eock of all ages and generations. " God only is 
my rock/^ 'Hhe rock of my salvation.^' '^ Lord, 
my rock and my Redeemer," saith the Psalmist, 
frequently. '^ The Lord Jehovah is the Rock of 
ages,^^ says Isaiah. The Israelites drank of 
that spiritual rock that followed them, and that 
rock was Christ, said Paul. Can anything be 
more presumptuous and false than to build a 
Church on Peter? Neither Peter, nor the humble 
Paul, who worked with his own hands, ever gave 
the least sanction to it. Our Lord enjoined 
nothing but humility, even to apostles, telling 
them to '^call no man your father upon earth, 
for one is your Father, who is in heaven ; neither 
be ye called masters, for one is your Master, even 
Christ." How does this accord with the titles 
given to the Pope, archbishops, and other clerical 
persons? And as to supremacy, our Lord says, 
^* If any man desire to be first, the same shall be 
last of all." He who humbleth himself is to be 
exalted. " Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven." '^Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven." Even the " Son of man 
4 
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came not to be ministered nnto, but to minister, 
and gave his life a ransom for many/^ 

As to '^the imposition of hands in holy orders 
being accompanied by the blessing of the Holy 
Ghost, which the administrators of holy things 
receive'* not only claimed by Rome, but also by 
the Church of England, which in the Ordination 
of Priests says, '^ Receive the Holy Ghost, for the 
office and work of a priest in the Church of God 
(England) now committed to thee hy the imposition 
of hands, whose sins thou dost forgive, they are 
forgiven ; and whose sins thou dost retain, they are 
retained/' In putting down the Pope, it is 
equally our duty to put down all other hierarchs, 
and all other modem tribes of Levi (although not 
like those under the by-gone dispensation, who 
were content to live by the altar; modem priests 
do not disdain other inheritances), for we can find 
no authority for any holy order or class of men 
in Jesus Christ^s covenant, under which all men 
are equally amenable to the grace of God, and 
are all taught of God, who calls all men now, as 
ever he did, to holiness and humility. When the 
apostles, probably valuing themselves highly as 
the chosen of Christ and his companions in his 
human life, asked him who should be the greatest 
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in the kingdom of heaven, our Lord took a little 
child and put him in the midst of them, and said, 
^^ Whoso humbleth himself as a little child, the 
same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven." 
Man, only a recipient (forcibly exemplified in 
children, if holy and humble), in manhood can 
communicate what has been taught him of God, 
but he has no authority by virtue of a priesthood 
conferred on him by human hands. There is, 
therefore, nothing in Holy Orders. A true Church 
may require holy men, laymen, to conduct public 
worship and preach as ministers and servants of 
a humble Church, and nothing more than this 
has any sanction in the Gospels. Little is known 
about the outward Church in the first centuries 
of our era, but the history of the Catholic Church, 
as it expanded, exhibits all the vices of humanity. 
Pride and ambition, and the lust of power, led it, 
by the aid of corrupt emperors, to absorb all the 
independent Churches of the West, and to rule 
them by a central power, lodged in a pope and 
cardinals; and then, under the blasphemous 
assumption of Divine] power conferred on it, 
enforced uniformity, which it did, when it thought 
necessary, by fire, or the sword, or the Liquisi- 
tion. The successors of fishermen, or a tent- 
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maker, then compelled the people to pay them. 
Peter's pence, or tithes ; and, not content even 
with this, got grants of large landed pro- 
perty. All the duties of a holy office were for- 
gotten. They kept people dark by ignorance, and 
immoral by keeping God's will from them, or 
dealing out only such portions of it as kept the 
laity in subservience to the clergy. We can find 
nothing in this whole system of Episcopacy and 
Holy Orders that is fit to be retained in a 
Church of Christ's. We are sure, if it were 
abolished, we should find amongst the people 
(the laity) men who would feel themselves dis- 
posed in the gentleness and meekness of Christ, 
some privately and some officially, to promote 
the pure religion of Christ, and in this way 
advance the extension of the kingdom of heaven 
on earth. 



CHAPTER IX. 



ON THE SACRAMENTS GENERALLY. 

The text of Bossuet. 
''By the sacraments the merits of Jesus Christ 
are applied to us. The sacraments of the new 
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covenant are not sacred signs only, whicli repre- 
sent grace ; nor seals, whicli confirm it, hut the 
instruments of the Holy Ghost^ which serve to 
apply it to us by virtue of the words that are pro- 
nounced, and the external action that is per- 
formed, upon condition that we put no impedi- 
ment, by our not being rightly disposed.^' 

'^ God shows us clearly that there must neces- 
sarily intervene, before we can be justified, a 
special operation of the Holy Ghost, and a 
peculiar application of the merits of Jesus Christ 
by the sacraments, so that the doctrine cannot be 
rejected without injuring the merits of Jesus 
Christ, and the operation of his Divine power in 
our regeneration. We acknowledge seven signs 
or ceremonies, established by Jesus Christ, as the 
outward means for the sanctification and perfec- 
tion of the new man. Their Divine institution 
appears in the Holy Scriptures, either by express 
words of Jesus Christ, or by the grace which, 
according to the same Scripture, is annexed to 
them. 1. Baptism; 2. The Eucharist; 3. Con- 
firmation; 4. Penance, or Sacramental Confes- 
sion; 5. Extreme Unction; 6. Marriage; 7. 
Orders. God annexes so great grace to exterior 
signs, that he shows us clearly, besides what we 
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can do interiorly of ourselves, there must be a 
special operation of the Holy Ghost, which is 
exhibited to us by the sacraments/* 

Baptism and Confirmation. 

The text of Bossuet.. 

^' Seeing little children cannot supply the 
want of Baptism by acts of faith, hope, and 
charity, nor by the vow to receive the sacrament, 
we believe if they do not receive it they do not 
in any manner partake of the grace of redemp- 
tion, and therefore, dying in Adam, they 
have not any part in Jesus Christ/' '' It is 
the law of Christ, which the eternal truth has 
established, that seeing all men are conceived 
and bom in sin, none can enter into the kingdom 
of heaven except he be regenerated and bom 
anew of water and of the Spirit/' 

These are the words of Bossuet to prove the 
necessity for the sacrament of Baptism, and the 
virtue it confers when administered by a priest. 
The elementary sign is water. The ceremony 
consists in sprinkling or crossiug the child with 
the finger of the priest dipped in (holy) water, 
accompanied with certain declarations and prayers. 
The real question is, whether this is an institu- 
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tion of Christ, and whether the grace said to 
accompany the rite follows the performance of it, 
and the awful penalty the neglect of it ? All the 
Evangelists relate the account of John the Bap- 
tist baptizing the Jews with water, and that he 
accompanied it with the injunction, '^ Bepent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. I indeed bap- 
tize you with water unto repentance, but he that 
Cometh after me is mightier than I; he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.^' 

^'Then Cometh Jesus (being a Jew) unto John 
to be baptized of him ; but John forbad him, say- 
ing, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me ? And Jesus answered, Suffer it to 
be BO now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness : " then he suffered him. When the 
Pharisees asked John, " Why baptizest thou, if 
thou be not the Christ, nor Elias, nor that 
Prophet ?^^ John answered, ^'I baptize with 
water : but there standeth one among you, whom 
ye know not. He it is, who coming after me, is 
preferred before me, whose shoe^s latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose.^^ " The next day John seeth 
Jesus coming unto him, and saith. Behold the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world. This is he of whom I said, After me cometh 
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a man that is preferred before me : for he was be- 
fore me. And I knew him not, but that he should 
be manifest to Israel ; therefore am I come bap- 
tizing vnth water. And I knew him not, but he 
that sent me to baptize with water, the same said 
to me. Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is he 
that baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, 
and bare record that this is the Son of God.^* 
The whole of what is recorded about the office and 
baptism of John the Baptist should be read, and 
dispassionately considered ; it wiU then be seen 
that the baptism of John formed no part of the 
Mosaic law, but was especially the baptism of re- 
pentance preached by the forerunner of Christ, to 
prepare the way. It was not the way. The way- 
was Christ's baptism of the Spirit. It was not 
the law, for the Pharisees and Lawyers rejected it ; 
but it was analogous to the law, inasmuch as, like 
circumcision, it was outward in the flesh. It could 
not be intended for a permanent rite, more than 
circumcision. Its peculiar character, as the bap- 
tism of repentance, required that it should be ex- 
clusively applied to adults. Being preparatory to 
Christ's baptism, explains why it was occasionally 
used in the time of the apostles, to new converts 
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from the Jews. Had it been designed for a 
permanent institution in the Christian Church, 
Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, who confined 
baptism to Crispus, Gains, and the household of 
Stephanus, would not have said, he was not sent 
to baptize, and have thanked God he had baptized 
so few. Rome, founding her Church on Peter, 
may have adopted this symbol from the Jewish 
apostle, who was so blinded by the faith of his 
youth, that he was long in learning the spirituality 
of the gospel, but at last saw that true baptism 
was not the putting away the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of a good conscience towards God, 
and declares that the soul must be purified by 
the Spirit, and that he must be bom again, by 
the word of God, which endureth for ever. The 
first converts to Christianity were drawn from the 
Jews. Paul circumcised Timothy in condescension 
to their prejudices, and allowed Jewish Christians 
a liberty in unimportant matters. Had the teach- 
ing of the Holy Ghost pointed to water-baptism, 
we should have had it instituted in words that 
admitted of no doubt, but that was never done. 
Even had apostles by acts or words recommended 
water-baptism, without the direct authority of 
Christ, we should not be justified in considering 



d by Google 



58 

it lawful. Let us now consider what our Lord's 
sayings and doings were with reference to bap- 
tism. 

"He went about all Galilee, preaching in 
their synagogues,^' and elsewhere, ^' the Oospel 
of the Kingdom/^ healing all manner of sickness, 
&c. ; and afterwards preached the sermon on the 
mount to his disciples and to the people. In that 
sermon not one word is to be found instituting 
any outward rite ; it is all spiritual, and designed 
to lead men to righteousness ; it is not even a faith 
in his heavenly sayings, but the doing them, that 
is salvation to our spiritual house, which must be 
built on " the rock " of Christ, not Peter. Great 
as was John the Baptist, the least in the kingdom 
of heaven was greater than he, for he belonged 
to the old dispensation. Christ did ^ot baptize 
with water, — ^he was spiritual and heavenly ; John 
baptized at Enon, because there was much water 
there, — ^he was of the earth, earthly. 

The kiQgdom of heaven which our Lord in- 
troduced, not for Jews only, but for all man- 
kind, required no outward symbols, which, being 
earthly, have nothing to do with heavenly princi- 
ples ; if we admit their necessity we separate our- 
selves from the kingdom of heaven, resist Christ's 
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will, and lower ourselves to an earthly standard, 
designed for man in a natural state, for which 
state the law of Moses was given. Could any 
one have faith in Christ if he found the words of 
Bossuet used by Christ : " No child has any part 
in me, nor can partake of the grace of redemption 
unless a priest baptize him with water, for by that 
means my merits are applied, and without it, dying 
in Adam, he has no part in me ? '^ Oh, says the 
priest, at my crossing the child's forehead with holy 
water, regeneration follows. And thus he pre- 
tends to regenerate an unconscious infant, a mere 
lump of clay ! ! The words of our Lord when 
little children were brought to him, were very 
diflferent to these ; for without sign, ceremony, or 
sprinkling, he declared, ^' Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of siich is 
the kingdom of heaven. Except ye be eon- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.'' '' For I say 
unto you, that their angels do always behold the 
face of my Father who is in heaven." ''He 
took them up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them." He does not ask if 
they are baptized. No seed of evil had germ- 
inated in their souls, they form part of the good 
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creatures God created. The Cliurclies know that 
they are unconscious, therefore have devised that 
unscriptural and unreasonable system of deputies, 
and actually persuade grown persons to promise 
that hereafter the child shall renounce the devil 
and all his works, which is untrue, if not blas- 
phemous. How can any one suppose that Christ, 
the wisdom of God, could institute such mummery? 
Original sin is a human fiction : everything created 
by God is perfect, and there can be no sin where 
there is no transgression. We know that when 
the body and the mind expand, the passions come 
with it, and then man wilfully sins and falls away 
from the holiness and goodness of his nature; 
and then the gracious God sets forth the means 
of overcoming the evil use of his gifts of body and 
soul, and, if not resisted, redeems man from all 
iniquity, purifying unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, and, as in the days of his 
flesh, casts out the devil in man, and clothes him 
with a right mind. This great and glorious truth 
of the new covenant is clear enough, if we have 
eyes to see the truths of the kingdom of God. 
God, ever good, tells us, as he told Cain, '^ If thou 
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? if thou 
doest evil, sin lieth at the door.^' The devil falsely 
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encouraged our first parents, when threatened 
with death for disobedience, "Ye shall not die, but 
ye shall be hke gods, knowing good and evil/' 
And the priests say, Te shall die everlastingly, if 
I baptize you not. Oh, the happiness of that 
truth which tells us we are all the children of 
God, who will forgive our transgressions, and 
heal all our diseases, if we put ourselves under 
him. And it were well if this was the sole teach- 
ing of the Churches, for " no man can save his 
brother.'' Salvation from sin and from death 
comes from God alone. 

Those who cavil at our doctrine will try to 
find escape from our conclusions ; and no doubt 
wiU triumphantly quote the saying recorded of 
our Lord, " Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost," and " Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
and he that believeth not, shall be damned (con- 
demned). And these signs shall follow them that 
believe : in my name shall they' cast out devils ; 
they shall speak with new tongues; they shall 
take up serpents ; if they drink any deadly thing 
it shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the 
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sick, and they shall recover." But these are 
especial and extraordinary powers given to the 
apostles, which no one will claim at this day ; and 
although most part of them have a spiritual ap- 
plication, undoubtedly when baptism is mentioned 
by Christ, we ought only to apply it to the bap- 
tism of the Spirit. In this way only can we make 
the words of our Lord real and everlasting. 
Neither the outward or the spiritual signs here 
promised follow the baptism of the Churches. Re- 
generation is a new birth, and realized, makes a 
new man. It is a delusion and a snare for any 
Church to presume to confer it, or to teach that it 
follows a human ceremony, applied by human 
hands. 

We can come to no other conclusion than that 
water-baptism has no foundation in the new 
covenant, is not regenerative, and was only- 
designed to lead to repentance, and forerun the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, which was visibly ex- 
hibited on the day of Pentecost. 

We may properly close this inquiry by words 
of our Lord, showing that he was no founder 
of forms and types, but called all men to the 
spirit, the substance. 

In his memorable discourse with Nicodemus 
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he says, " Except a man be horn again (not hap- 
tizedy as Rome construes it) of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of God. That 
which is bom of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is bom of the Spirit is spirit.^' '^ The Son of man 
must be lifted up : that whosoever helievetk in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but hstve everlasting life.'' 
'^ Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, lest 
his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth 
truth Cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
made manifest, that they are wrought in God '' 
(believing has no existence in unconscious in- 
fancy). ^' Nicodemus answered. How can these 
things be V Jesus answered his gross notions by 
saying, ''Art thou a master in Israel, and 
knowest not these things ? '' and so he would have 
said to those in our day who live in the practice 
of symbols. It ever was a hard task to make the 
natural man comprehend spiritual things ; the dis- 
ciples of John the Baptist, who depended on his 
outward rite, were forcibly taught by John, that 
the new law and spiritual baptism of Christ was 
greater than his, and was to supersede it. " He 
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that Cometh from above is above all : he that is of 
the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth/' 
" I am not the Christ, but am sent before him. He 
must increase, but I must decrease. He whom God 
hath sent speaketh the words of God. He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.'' ^^ A 
man can receive nothing except it be given him 
from heaven." " He that cometh from heaven is 
above all." 

We must now pass on to consider the validity 
of the sacrament of Confirmation, applied to those 
of riper years. Although generally to very young 
persons, who know nothing of themselves, and 
little of what religion is, these are taught a lesson 
to repeat to the bishop who officiates at confirma- 
tions. To reason it appears absurd to suppose 
that any ceremony done to an unconscious infant, 
or the promises of others for them, could be 
agreeable to a God of Truth, or of the least avail ; 
notwithstanding, such is the practice of the 
Church of Rome. Yet most inconsistently it 
requires adults to submit to the sacrament of 
Confirmation, the young persons promising them- 
selves to renounce the devil and all his works, 
the vain pomp and vanity of the world, and all 
the covetous desires of the same, and the carnal 
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desires of the flesh, so that they will not follow or 
be led by them : although the bishop who con- 
firms well knows that such promises cannot and 
never are kept ; and, what is worse, after these 
promises are made, the bishop gives thanks to 
God, and tells the person he is regenerated. This 
is worse than the baptism of an infant, which is 
form, and nothing else ; whereas in confirmation a 
person who has understanding, though immature, 
repeats words, put in his mouth by one that knows 
better, which are not true. A feeling that there 
must be something better than all forms, probably 
led St Bernard to say, ^' If a man, desirous of 
baptism, be suddenly cut off by death, in whom 
there wanted neither sound faith, nor devout 
hope, nor sincere charity, — God be merciful to me, 
and pardon me, if I err, — ^but, verily, of such a 
one's salvation, in whom there is no other defect 
but his faultless lack of baptism, despair I cannot, 
nor induce my mind to think his faith void, 
his hope unfounded, and his charity fallen to 
nothing, only because he hath not that which 
not contempt, but impossibility withholdeth.'' 
Such a noble feeling might have led him to go 
so far as to believe that faith, hope, and 
charity had more of regeneration in them than 
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the rite of infant baptism, or adult confirmation ; 
and that after all the priest can do, everything 
essential remains to be done. You are not 
baptized, therefore you cannot be saved, is the 
stem rule ; and the unbaptized dead are cast out 
of the holy ground when buried. The doctrine 
of the Church of England came from Rome, and 
is substantially the same, but there is a schism in 
that Church as respects baptismal regeneration, 
although the form clearly recognizes it. The 
Dissenters vary in their practice : some baptize 
adults by immersion, and, generally, it is not 
considered as conferring a grace, but only as a 
sign of membership. As the cleaving to signs of 
heavenly things is derogatory to the simplicity 
and spirituality of the new law of Jesus Christ, 
no Church ought to practise them. The renun- 
ciation of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
cannot be accomplished by a sacrament given by 
a priest. Regeneration is indispensable, and step 
by step can lead awakened sinners to repentance, 
and finally to godliness ; and this is a baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. To have this baptism taught, is 
of the first necessity ; and man^s fallibility and 
proneness to evil is such, that the preacher may 
well repeatedly call his hearers to repentance and 
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to holiness^ and sustain Ms sinking hopes by the 
remembrance that he has a loving God and 
Saviour, and pray that their eyes may be opened 
to see the necessity all their lives of undergoing 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 



CHAPTER X. 

THB EUCHAEIST. 
The text of Bossuet. 



^' The real presence of the body and blood of 
our Saviour is solidly established by the words of 
the institution, ^ Take, eat, this is my body ; drink 
ye all of it, this is my blood/ This we under, 
stand literally, ao that the eating of the body and 
blood of the Son of God is as eeal at the holy table 
as the GRACE, the expiation of sins, and the 
participation of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
is actual and real in the new covenant. Our 
Lord had authority which overrules the senses, 
and a power which has dominion over universal 
nature. He has no more difficulty to render the 
body present in the Eucharist, by saying, ^ This 
is my body,' than by saying, ' Thou art healed of 
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thy infirmity^ to the poor woman that touched 
him; and although our Lord says, ^Do this in 
remembrance of me/ this does not exclude the 
real presence, for he commanded to remember his 
death, in eating his flesh and blood. The Council 
of Trent declared, ^ If any man shall say that the 
substance of the bread and wine remains in the 
most holy sacrament of the Eucharist, together 
with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and shall deny that wonderful and singular con- 
version of the whole substance of the bread into 
the body, and the whole substance of the vrine 
into the blood, which conversion the Catholic 
Church doth most aptly call ^ Transubstantiatioh,^ 
Let him be Anathema ! The sacrifice of the mass 
is, indeed, the ofiering of Christ by the priest at 
the altar; for the bread and wine being, by the 
consecration of the priest, changed into the real 
presence of Christy the mass becomes a real and 
true propitiatory sacrifice, so that the Son of God 
is placed upon the holy table, in virtue of consecra- 
tion done by true and proper priests ; and we be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ, being present on the 
holy table, under the figure of death, intercedes 
for us, and represents continually to the Father 
that death which he sufiered/<?r his. Church. We 
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unite ourselves to Christ in the mass, we present 
lim to our God as our only victim, and our sole 
propitiation, confessing that we have nothing to 
ofiTer to God but Jesus Christ, and the infinite 
merits of his death." 

Having given the creed of the Church of 
Rome respecting the sacrament of the Eucharist, 
on the important question whether our Lord 
instituted it, and gave power to priests to change 
the bread and wine into the real body and blood 
of Christ, and give the changed substance to the 
people, and offer it 'cbs Christ upon an altar, a 
propitiatory sacrifice to God, it may be well, first, 
to consider what was requisite to establish an in- 
stitution under the law; and in the 12th chapter 
of Exodus we shall find in what manner the Pass- 
over of the Jews was established. It was done 
in plain, explicit terms, repeated, not by inference, 
and was ordained to be kept for ever by the Jews 5 
the non-observance being punished by severe 
penalties. The blood of the Paschal Lamb was 
struck on the lintel and two posts of the house ; 
and when the first-born of Egypt were destroyed, 
the angel smote not the first-bom of the Israelites, 
on whose doors he saw the blood ; and it proved 
their deliverance from death. 
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In this manner the Passover of the Jews was 
instituted. It was especially Jewish. Having re- 
lation to their deliverance from outward bond- 
age, it had nothing to do with mankind generally, 
whom Christ came to save ; and the last Passover 
which our Lord celebrated with his disciples has 
really nothing to do with the last Supper, in which 
our Lord, in great detail, communicated his will 
and his love to his sorrowing apostles. In proof 
of this, Johfiy the beloved disciple, did not think it 
necessary to record the Passover at all. He did 
record one institution commanded to be done> 
which the Christian Churches think proper to 
ignore altogether. ''Ye call me Master and 
Lord, and ye say well, for so I am. If I, then, 
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, 
you ought, therefore, to wash one another^s feet ; 
for I have given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you.'* 

Let us now consider what is recorded respect- 
ing the keeping the Passover by our Lord, for 
the last time. 

Matthew and Mark state that just before the 
Passover, they inquired of Jesus, ^^ Where wilt 
thou that we go and prepare the Passover, that 
thou mayest eat V Luke says Jesus sent Peter 
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and John (who tell us nothing about it), '^Go 
and prepare us the Passover, that we may eat ; '' 
and adds that Jesus said, '' With desire I have 
desired to eat this Passover with you, before I 
suflFer ; for I say unto you, I will not any more 
eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God/' Here is a clear relation from three apo- 
stles of what took place, and a plain indication 
of this being the Passover feast, fulfilled and 
finished by the coming of the spiritual kingdom of 
heaven. And the words of our Lord at that 
supper, when he showed them the thing signi- 
fied by the blood of the Paschal Lamb, was an 
apt explanation of that spiritual blood and spirit- 
ual flesh which is the life of the soul of man. The 
Passover was not destroyed until the destruction 
of the temple and holy city, and the dispersion 
of the Jews ; and all the apostles being Jews, 
would have often occasion to eat of it, after our 
Lord's death; and when they did so, or when 
others did so, they were told to remember him, 
and that it was a type of him ; but this, be it 
remembered, is only stated by Luke, ^^ This do in 
remembrance of meP Surely this is no authority 
for an institution like the Eucharist of Eome or 
of England ! We mav confidently affirm that no- 
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thing was thought of what passed at that Pass- 
over, by the apostles, by the Church of Christ at 
Jerusalem, or by the Christians of the apostolic 
age. In all the Epistles of Paul there is only a 
slight allusion to it in one instance, and therefore 
we are warranted in concluding that it is only an 
institution of the Church after it fell from its first 
faith and practice, and is a renewal, a modified 
Paschal feast which Christ ended. The depth of 
that corruption and darkness which eclipsed for 
centuries the light of Christ, may be estimated 
by the absurd notion that a priest by consecration 
could change the bread and wine into the flesh 
and blood of Christ, and that Christ is ofiered, 
and ever has been offered, by them in every 
Church, a veritable Christ on every altar. And 
the presumption not only that this is well-pleasing 
to God, but essential to the salvation of man, 
thus disparaging that one offering of Christ 
once for all, is one of the greatest delusions ever 
imposed upon mankind. It is a melancholy re- 
flection that the Reformation did not entirely do 
away with it, and that the Protestant Church of 
England substantially upholds it. If no record 
had been preserved, which has relation to Divine 
communion, but those related above, respecting 
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the Passover, no spiritual person would ever tave 
imagined that a symbol was necessary under a 
spiritual dispensation; people have been led 
away from the truth tq believe in a fable. But 
happily there is no want of information on this 
matter. In the sixth chapter of John we have 
recorded our Lord's description of true com- 
munion ; and in five chapters of the same Evan- 
gelist we have a circumstantial relation of our 
Lord^s conversation with the apostles at his Last 
Supper. In them, not one word is to le found as to 
instituting a symbol in place of the Passover; not 
one word about power hereafter to be given to priests 
to celebrate it ; but every man is told that he has 
a Father in heaven, whom he can approach with- 
out any mediation, through the aid of God^s 
Spirit in the soul. In this sixth chapter of John 
our Lord takes occasion of the Jews seeking him 
because he had fed them with the bread of earth, 
to tell them not to labour for the meat that 
perisheth, but for that which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life. As he had told the woman of Samaria 
that he gave living water, which is a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life, which he who 
drank of would never thirst; so he told these 
Jews, " I am the bread of life : he that cometh to 
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me shall never hunger, and lie that believeth on 
me shall never thirst/^ Again, ^' He that be- 
lieveth on me hath everlasting life/^ ^^ I am that 
Bread of Life/' " The bread that I will give is 
my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world/' '' Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you/' " He that 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me and I in him/' These are Divine words, 
spoken in parables or figures, which, interpreted, 
convey the deepest spiritual instruction, because 
under the form of flesh and blood they represent 
Divine life. This is no opinion, but fact, for John 
goes on to show us how the Jews marvelled at 
Christ's words, saying, ^^ How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat ? " and that many of his dis- 
ciples then present said, ^^ This is a hard saying ; 
who can hear it ? " and from that time went 
back and walked no more with him ; and that our 
Lord, who heard their murmurings, explained to 
thosefaithful ones,who throughPeter said,^^Lord, 
to whom shall we go ? thou hast the words of 
eternal life," — ^that " It is the spirit that quicken- 
eth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : the words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
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life/' True commumon is therefore spiritual, and 
we may turn on the priests of Rome, and say, 
'^How can you give us the flesh of Christ to 
eat?" On this occasion we might have looked 
for a new sacrament, if it had pleased our Lord 
so to institute it. How difierent was our Lord's 
will, we shall see in reviewing his conversations 
with the eleven on the night of his betrayal. 
First, he taught them humility, by washing their 
feet, even Judas Iscariot's. Then communicated 
the astounding news that one of them would be- 
tray him ; and Judas leaving them, then our 
Lord, left with his faithfiil ones, exclaimed, " Now 
is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified 
in him;'' and proceeded first to give them a 
new commandment, ^^ That ye love one another, 
as I have loved you ; " and, to comfort them on his 
speedy removal from them, told them that he 
went to prepare a place for them in his Father's 
house, and then more fully imparted the great 
truth of his being the Father, God incarnate, and 
that in place of himself, who had hitherto com- 
municated the words and will of God to them, he 
should send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, who 
should abide with them for ever. Then in the 
figure of the vine, the true vine, he showed them 
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the union of God with man, arid the communiorb 
of Ood with man ; and that he would no longer 
speak to them in proverbs (parables) or sym- 
bols, but show them plainly of the Father. ^^ At 
that day, ye shall ask in my name, and I say not, 
I will pray the Father for you ; for the Father him- 
self loveth you, because ye have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God.'' Thus we 
see an end put to a symbolical system, and that 
the true Light now shineth; and we might as well 
trust in an outward literal belief in Christ, in an 
outward door, outward light, and outward shep- 
herd, outward meat, outward water, and an outward 
vine, as in the outward bread and wine of the 
Eucharist. ^^ Behold, the days come," saith the 
Lord, by his prophet, ^' that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Judah. I will put my 
laws in their mind, and write them in their hearts ; 
I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me 
a people." Communion with God consisteth not 
at all in eating the bread and drinking the wine 
of a sacrament, but in imbibing the Divine quali- 
ties of the Lord our God, — wisdom, holiness, love, 
and truth. In incorporating these virtues into our 
souls, which we get by being grafted into the 
spiritual vine, by which we become participators 
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of the Divine nature. This no priest or ceremony 
can do for us, but it is communicated to all faith- 
ful ones by the Holy Spirit. ^* Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in and sup with 
him, and he with me.^' 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE MASS. 



Theee are many masses in the Church of 
Eome, which are prayers and confessions, and 
recitations of Scripture, commemorative of events 
in our Lord^s life, and masses for the Church 
and for the dead ; but the chief or high mass is 
the celebration of the Eucharist, or communion. 
This sacrament is considered to be of the great- 
est importance, and is performed by priests 
attired in splendid vestments, with vocal and in- 
strumental music. Wafers of bread are conse- 
crated for communicants to eat; the Host (the 
consecrated elements), representing Jesus Christ, 
is elevated by the priest as a sacrifice to God. 
The people have missals, or prayer-books, and 
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look on what appears to be dumb-sliow ; for the 
words spoken by the priest cannot be heard by 
the congregation, or understood, as he speaks in 
Latin, but being translated in the missals into the 
mother tongue, the people can join in the cele- 
bration, and do appear most sincerely to do so ; 
the major part are women. Faith in the mass is 
deeply imbued into the minds of all Catholics in 
early life. The Scriptures relating to the Last 
Supper, and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, are 
interwoven in the form, the Virgin and saints are 
invoked, and nothing is wanting to impress the 
imagination and excite the feelings. 

The all-important question for every one to 
consider, is what God has ordered, for the restora- 
tion of man from his fall from the Divine likeness 
in which he is created. That it is repentance and 
amendment of life will be generally admitted; 
but many will say, this cannot be done to the ex- 
tent contemplated in your proposition, for al- 
though man may repent and amend his life, he 
will fall again into sin, and although he may re- 
pent again, he falls again and becomes hopeless, 
and gives up the struggle. In this forlorn con- 
dition, the priest interposes and tells him that 
Jesus Christ died for sinners, and that his 
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righteousness will be imputed, or he offers them 
the mass, in which they may eat the flesh of Jesus 
Christ; recalHng what our Lord said, "Whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day/^ From a priest of the Church of England 
he wiU be told, "In the Holy Sacrament, ye 
spiritually eat the flesh of Christ, and drink his 
blood; then you dwell in Christ, and Christ in 
you, and are one with Christ, and Christ with 
you/^ Now, during our Lord^s companionship 
with his disciples, he taught no such doctrine ; 
it is true he made use of the words flesh and 
blood in his discourse at Capernaum, as he re- 
peatedly made use of parables when speaking to 
the Jews, whose ears were not open to under- 
stand spiritual things ; but these he explained to 
his disciples, to whom it was given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, that, " The 
spirit quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life/' In accordance with this, on 
leaving them, instead of instituting the Eucha- 
rist or any symbohc rite, he promised to send 
them " The Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, 
who should abide with them for ever/' We, in 
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common with them (in degree), possess this Com- 
forter, Christ within, the Spirit and life; and 
Divine commnnion is the intercourse of the spirit 
of man with the Spirit of God ; and as soon as 
man believes in it, and obeys its mandates, which 
are communicated directly, or mediately, as the 
Holy Spirit brings to remembrance, and applies 
the words of God spoken by Christ, or the. life 
of Christ our exemplar, he is led in the paths of 
righteousness, and becomes regenerated. This 
is a being restored from the fall, for it brings 
God to man and man to God. But this comes 
not as a spiritual vision in glory, but gently, al- 
most imperceptibly, amidst the trials and tempt- 
ations of human life, in which there may be 
many fallings and risings ; but if, like Paul, he 
fights the good fight, and. keeps the faith to the 
end, then there is laid up for all such a crown of 
righteousness, which fadeth not away. Probation 
is absolutely necessary for man with his human 
nature. Even Jesus Christ had to endure tempt- 
ation, and when he had overcome the devil, 
angels came and ministered unto him, and so 
they will to man, after similar conflicts, if not 
visibly, in that peace of the soul which follows 
every conflict with wickedness. Although we 
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enjoy great advantages from what Christ did for 
us, and from his law, there never was a time in 
which, in degree, this spiritual help was not af- 
forded to all those who drew near to God in 
spirit. It is plainly pointed out by Moses, as the 
word nigh in the heart. It was also the word of 
the Lord to the prophets. It is fully brought to 
our comprehension in the Psalms, in which the 
spiritual communings of the righteous, under all 
the various states and conditions of man, are ex- 
pressed in inimitable language. All these pre- 
pared the way for that Divine communion which 
took place between Jesus Christ and his dis- 
ciples, and for its perpetuity in the person of the 
Holy Spirit the Comforter. How true, how sim- 
ple, how beautiful, contrasted with that humanly 
devised sacrament, the Eucharist ; how gracious 
in its universality ; how full of that Divine love, 
which invites all men to partake of it, in that 
perpetual invitation, ^^ Come, buy wine and milk, 
without money and without price.^^ ^^ The Spirit 
saith. Come ; and whosoever wiU, let him come 
and take of the water of life freely .^^ 
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PENANCE AND SACRAMENTAL CONFESSION. 

The text of Bossuet. 

" We believe Jesus Christ has been pleased, 
that those who have submitted to the authority of 
the Church in baptism, and have since violated the 
laws of the gospel, should come and submit them- 
selves to the judgment of the Church in the tri- 
bunal of penance, where she exercises the power 
which is given her, of remitting and retaining sins. 
This penitent court of judicature is a necessary 
curb to liberty, a plentiful source of wise ad- 
monition, a sensible consolation of souls aflSicted 
for their sins/' 

There are a few texts in the Gospels, taken 
literally, and without reference to the general 
design, which may be made a basis upon which 
to build a great superstructure of error ; and in 
this way monstrous perversions have been im- 
posed on mankind, as having Divine authority. It 
is therefore essential to truth, to take a wide sur- 
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vey. We must not construe Scripture from de- 
tached parts, selected to support peculiar views : 
this is especially necessary in the case of texts of 
startling import. We consider the texts quoted to 
support the foregoing views of the Church of Rome, 
are of this description : " Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost. Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted unto them; and whosesoever sius ye retain, 
they are retained,^^ a text only to be found in John's 
Gospel. 

Another text bearing on this question is our 
Lord^s address to Peter, '^ Whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven ; " only recorded by Matthew ; 
which latter forms part of a more general charge, 
viz., ^^ Moreover, if thy brother trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between him and 
thee alone. If he wiU not hear thee, take with 
thee one or two more ; and if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the Church ; and if he 
neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee 
as a heathen man and a publican. Verily I say un- 
to you. Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth stall be loosed in heaven.^' 
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These are tlie texts more particularly con- 
sidered by the Church of Rome as authorizing a 
tribunal of penance, and promising, through the 
medium of priests, forgiveness of sins, and also 
for auricular confession (for the latter there is no 
authority whatever). G-ranted that especial gifts 
and powers and a large measure of the Holy 
Spirit were bestowed upon the apostles, it would 
not follow that it was perpetuated in a priesthood 
or in the Church. We have shown, under the 
head Episcopacy and Holy Orders, that there is 
no authority for this, therefore the tribunal of 
penance is a Romish, not a Christian court, — and 
any power to remit or retain sins is not perpe- 
tual. 

The Church of England, following close after 
that of Rome, in the office for the Visitation of the 
Sick, instructs the minister to urge a special con- 
fession of sins by the sick person, after which the 
priest shall absolve him (if he be humble and 
heartily desire it), after this sort, " Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath left power to his Church to 
absolve all sinners, who truly repent, and beHeve 
in him, of his great mercy forgive thee thy 
offences, and by his authority committed unto me, 
I ABSOLVE THEE PROM ALL THY SINS, in the name of 
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the. Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
Amen/^ 

We repeat, there is no warrant in Scripture 
for a perpetual gift ; there even is not any case of 
the exercise of it by the apostles ; and Paul in all 
his epistles, whether to churches or to individuals 
(who probably were bishops), never once refers 
to this power, never enjoined it on others, or 
exercised it himself. 

We consider this conclusive evidence that no 
such power exists in any Church, or is possessed 
by any priest ; it is human power claimed by a 
hierarchy, audits exercise is a delusion. It puts 
man in the place of God, and calls men to whisper 
their sins into the ear of a priest. WicklifiTe saw 
this in his day, and declared, ^^ Auricular con- 
fession is nothing. It is sufficient for every man 
to confess to God in his own chamber.^^ In the 
Church of Eome, penance and fasting are great 
agents. The Church interferes in almost every 
religious question ; and confession is a common 
mode of clearing the conscience, and is quickly 
accomplished. We believe it has a most injurious 
effect, in smoothing the path to sin again and 
again, and preventing a radical change of heart. 
Our Lord^s instruction how to deal in settling 
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private diflferences, in whicli the Churcli is the 
ultimate court of judgment, is readily understood 
when we remember that the first Christians pos- 
sessed no civil power, which was held by the Jews 
or the Romans; it was therefore natural that 
Christians should prefer having their diflferences 
settled by their oo-reHgionists, whose code of 
morality and justice was purer, and the judges 
more impartial. And in the day when an especial 
gift of the Holy Ghost was imparted, well might 
it be said that what such a court or church bound 
on earth would be bound in heaven, for their de- 
cisions would be in accordance with Divine justice. 
In our day, the civil power has its tribunals, far 
more just and impartial than that of any Church ; 
In England we very properly refuse even the 
Established Church to be a judge in any matter, 
and the sooner in humility it disclaims any super- 
natural power, the better for the Church and for 
mankind. 



d by Google 



CHAPTER XIII. 

EXTREME UNCTION. 

BossuET says, " The Holy Ghost having, ac- 
cording to the testimony of St James, annexed an 
express promise of forgiveness of sins and com- 
fort of the sick, to extreme unction ; nothing is 
wanting to make this sacred ceremony a true 
sacrament." 

Here no command of Christ is claimed. St 
Jame3 says, ^^ Is any sick among you ? let him call 
for the elders of the church ; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord : and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up ; and if he 
have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him." 
There is something very peculiar in this text, 
which can only apply to the day in which it was 
written ; for here are maladies of the soul, as well 
as of the body, cured by the anointing with oil 
and the prayers of the elders. We do not know 
exactly what appertained to the office of elder, but 
that they had the assistance of that especial gift 
of the Holy Ghost which was given at the day of 
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Pentecost, necessarily follows from this miracul- 
ous act. The Church of Rome is the only Church 
that pretends to work miracles, and which to this 
day practises, not miracles, but tricks, to astonish 
an ignorant people. The viaticum, or rite used 
to prepare the departing soul, is considered of 
immense importance, and has an analogous cere- 
mony in the administration of the communion of 
the sick in the Church of England. Inseparably 
connected as it is with the notion that priests 
have spiritual power, its tendency is to diminish 
that trust in God which is the only real de- 
pendence in life and at the hour of death. All 
holy men and women are qualified, in the sick 
chamber, to encourage repentance and console the 
sinking spirit, by reviving the gracious words of 
God which are to be found in Holy Scripture, the 
promises of forgiveness and mercy, and of ever- 
lasting life and blessedness. The visitation of the 
sick is a blessed work, and may be considered 
the duty pointed out by St James ; and if there 
were no priests claiming power, we believe a 
hearty practice would grow up of visitation of 
the sick by righteous laymen and women. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MABBIAGE 

Is considered a sacrament in the Church of 
Rome. It is a divine institution, and essential to 
the well-being of society. Proper marriages are 
always subjects of the Divine blessing. It is im- 
possible to overrate its use in promoting morality, 
providing for the maintenance of children, their 
education, moral and religious training, and all 
social duties. It is necessary the marriage cere- 
mony should be according to law, but there is no 
religion in it, — that should be found in the parties 
marrying, for it is indispensable to a happy mar- 
riage state. 

We have now completed our review of the 
doctrines of the Church of Ron^e, including the 
seven sacraments of that Church, and also the 
modified form in which they are held by the 
Church of England. A short recapitulation may 
assist the reader to get at the sum of the matter. 
Happily we can do this, in adopting the founda- 
tion laid down by Bossuet ; and it is a pleasure to 
agree with one on an essential point, with whom 
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we differ so muct in details. ^^ Adoration is due 
to God alone, and consists principally in believ- 
ing he is tlie Creator and Lord of all things, and 
in adheiing to him with all the powers of the 
soul, by faith, hope, and charity, as to him alone 
who can render us happy, by the communication 
of an infinite good, which is himself.^' This well 
expresses what ought to [be the faith of every 
man, and the means whereby we are regenerated, 
viz., ^' adhering to God,'^ and by '^ Ood's com- 
munication of himself.'^ 

Unhappily, all that follows this beautiful in- 
troduction of Bossuet, respecting symbols and 
sacraments, are arguments to induce us to seek 
God through their means and by the help of 
priests ; to call us to a form of baptism, to a form 
of communion, to sacrifice Christ every day in the 
mass, to confess our sins to, and be absolved by, 
priests, to be anointed with oil, to believe in a 
hierarchy embued with power denied to the 
laity. All these we deny, and have given our 
reasons for disbelieving them ; and we have also 
endeavoured to point out that in lieu of all these 
human contrivances, we ought to trust in Gx)d's 
help by his Spirit, learn by Christ's example, and 
hold to his pure and heavenly doctrines as recorded 
in the Gospels. 
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PART III. 



ON A WRITTEN CREED. 



After much reflection, we have come to the 
conclusion that it is necessary for Christian union 
and unity, that a primary creed should be defined. 
It appears to be the only way of preventing 
differences on the nature of the Divinity in an 
outward Church, and of securing united public 
worship. If we impartially study the declarations 
respecting it contained in the Bible, in which God 
speaks himself of himself, we may succeed in 
coming to a safe conclusion on this solemn sub- 
ject. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE CREED. 



A. That there is only one living and true God, 
who is a Spirit, the Creator o/ all things, the 
Almighty, all wise, all good, the governor and 
preserver of the univei^se, the giver of life, intel- 
lectual power, and. moral consciousness. 
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B. That Jesus Christ was the outward mani- 
festation of that one God, in the flesh. 

C. That the Holy Spirit is the manifestation 
of that one God, in the soul of man. 

Peoofs of a. 

1. The declaration of God himself. "I am 
God, and there is none else.^^ ^^ Besides me 
there is no God.^^ " I am God, not man, the 
Holy One,^' ^^I the mighty God have spoken.^' 
To Abraham God declared, ^^ I am the Almighty 
God.'' ^aam God Almighty.'' To the Jews, 
" I am the Lord your God." " Thou shalt have 
no other God besides me." 

2. The testimony of the righteous. "In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." God created man in his own image. 
" Who is God save the Lord ? " " Thou art God 
alone." The whole written Revelation recognizes 
one God only ; it will be found stated in upwards 
of 600 places in the Old Testament. 

3. The evidences. The unity of design 
manifested in the Creation, the infinite perfec- 
tion of all Goci's- works, and their illimitable 
extent. ^ -. 

4. The moral pi'operties. His infinite wisdom. 
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justice, love, and mercy ; his delight in commu- 
nicating happiness to all sentient beings. 

Faith in such a Being is a necessity, and a 
delight to man. The knowledge that .he has 
created man in his own image, and given him 
power to possess in degree his own spiritual, 
intellectual, and moral nature, is the greatest 
possible stimulus to man^s obedience to his 
infinitely wise and good laws, and the foundation 
of that faith and hope which extends beyond 
time into eternity. 

Peoofs of B. 

Before our Lord^s advent he was foretold as 
the Shiloh, the Messiah, the Emmanuel, God 
with us. " The Lord our righteousness^^^ " The 
Sun of righteousness,^' " The Redeemer,^^ '^ The 
mighty God,'' " The everlasting Father,'' '' The 
Prince of Peace." That in him all nations should' 
be blessed; that he, the Lord, should suddenly 
come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in. John the Baptist 
was told of God, ^^ This is my beloved Son, hear 
Mm." '' This is ths Son of God." Our Lord 
declared himself to be ^^ The Son of God," that 
" I and my Father are one." " Before Abraham 
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was I am.'' '^ He that hatli seen me hatli seen 
the Father/' ^' Believe that the Father is in me 
and I in him." ^' Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God." Finally, we have the testimony of the 
apostles: ^^The Word was with Grod, and the 
Word was God." *^ The Word was made flesh 
and dwelt amongst us." " God was manifest in 
the flesh." '^ He was the true Light that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world." Thomas 
called him ^' My Lord and my God." 

Here we have unimpeachable witnesses to the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ. These and other texts 
ascribe to him the Divine names of God, Lord, 
and heavenly Father. Therefore, to deny his 
Divinity is to reject all the revelations and records 
concerning him. Undoubtedly there is a mystery 
about all spiritual things, and especially respect- 
ing the incarnation of the Deity, in the person of 
Jesus Christ ; but is not the union of body, soul, 
and spirit, in ourselves, incomprehensible ? and 
yet everybody believes in that. It will be seen that 
the terms we have used in the Creed are free from 
Trinitarian personalities, and we trust will be 
generally acceptable, and induce a more general 
and firmer faith in God and in Christ, essentially 
one. The union of the human nature with the 
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Divine in Jesus Christ necessitates our taking a 
separate view of our Lord^s mission. It was 
essential to the promulgation of a new law that 
there should be a personal inauguration of it; 
therefore, as Moses was the agent in the old law, 
so Christ is the bringer-in of the new. It was even 
necessary that Christ should come as the Son of 
Ood. Had he appeared only as a prophet, the 
offspring of Jewish parents, his mission w^ould 
have been confined to the Jews, and his law 
would have perished with their city and temple, 
and then heathenism would have prevailed uni- 
versally. He, therefore, came as God manifest 
in the flesh, working miracles, and imparting a 
larger portion of the Holy Spirit to man ; and 
thus, without the aid of human powers, founded 
Christianity, that spiritual religion, which, not- 
withstanding the corruptions of Churches, has 
taken hold in the souls of individuals, has spread 
extensively, and can never be eradicated, but will 
be greatly extended when unity of faith and good 
works shall prevail, and when a Church shall be 
established which assumes no spiritual authority, 
but in humility, simplicity, and truth, teaches the 
pure doctrines of Jesus Christ. 
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Peoofs of C. 

'^The Lord will put Ms Spirit upon them/' 
'^ The Lord God and his Spirit hath sent me/' 
'' The Lord is that Spirit/' '' The Spirit of God 
dwelleth in us." " Grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God." " I will pour out my Spirit upon you." 
^^ When the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide 
you into all truth." 

It can scarcely be said that any text of 
Scripture supports the view of the personality of 
the Holy Spirit. Throughout, we find it the term 
made use of to describe the mode or medium of 
communication of God with man. Divine and holy, 
as proceeding from God; working in the soul of 
man as a still, small voice ; interceding with man's 
spirit in penitence and prayer ; and as man's 
Divine helper and spiritual strength ; but unseen 
and undefinable ; analogous to some of the in- 
visible and imponderable powers which blend 
with matter in the material world ; present in the 
soul as a vital principle, a proper subject of faith, 
and the mainspring of works; a Divine leaven, 
which when nourished, gives man wisdom, 
strength, and holiness. It is of great importance 
to understand the practical operation of the Holy 
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Spirit ; much depends on this, to induce its free 
and cordial acceptance.. We feel that in treating 
on it we are treading on sacred ground; and, 
therefore, must be exceedingly careful not to 
assume anything that is not authorized by the 
Divine revelation. The influence and operation 
of the Holy Spirit has, in all ages, been claimed 
by fanatics as their stand-point; and, without 
reason or modesty, has been made their authority 
for highly mystical doings and pretended preter- 
natural power, which really were nothing more 
than their human imaginings, showing the neces- 
sity there is for trying the spirits. But we be- 
lieve more injury has been done by the assump- 
tion of especial gifts to the hierarchy, constituting 
them teachers of God, than by fanaticism, for 
this attempted destruction of the universality of 
the gift has led to dependence on the priesthood, 
and no one thing is more important than to 
remove this notion, and restore man to his birth- 
right of equal grace. 

The indwelling Spirit of God in man is, per- 
haps, the greatest truth of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, although we find in the Old Testament un- 
equivocal declaration of its existence ; and in all 
ages it was the voice of God speaking in the soul, 
7 
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and the help and guide of the righteous, and the 
convincer of sin. But our Lord first describes it 
as the Comforter, for, like all the new covenant, it 
was too spiritual for the natural man in his rude 
state. Its operations are defined by our Lord to 
be " To reprove the world of sin, of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment.'^ ^^ He will guide you into 
all truth, and will show you things to come/' 
^'He shall teach you all things.^' ^^He shall 
abide with you for ever.'' "He dwelleth with 
you, and shall be in you." '^ If a man keep my 
word, my Father will love him, and we wiU come 
unto him, and make our abode with him." Here 
is clearly pointed out the modus operandi of the 
Holy Spirit; the greatness, comprehensiveness, 
and fulness of this Divine helper. We must not 
imagine it is confined to apostolic men, or exer- 
cised only on religious questions, for it becomes 
aU things to all men, being that which sanctifieth 
body, soul, and spirit; present with us as the 
regulator and restrainer in our business, and in 
our pleasures, ennobling and elevating the natural 
man to an approximation to Jesus Christ. 
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General Bemarks on the Greed, 

In reference to the Creed we should remember 
that before the coming of Christ, the unity of 
God was the faith of believers from the beginning, 
and that this was not invalidated by God^s 
appearing to the patriarchs as a man, to Joshua 
as the Captain of the Lord^s host, and to others 
as an angel; and, consequently, unity is not 
destroyed by the coming of Jesus Christ j and, 
therefore, it is a great error to lead people to be- 
lieve in a Trinitarian view of persons and offices 
in the Deity. 

We have endeavoured to preserve unity in 
the terms of the Creed, at the same time recog- 
nizing the humanity of Jesus Christ. We are 
aware this will not accord with the views of those 
who believe Christ to be an intercessor in heaven, 
or who look for his second personal coming, or 
who deem salvation to be the result of Christ's 
sacrifice, instead of God's gift to the righteous. 
We submit our views with a full conviction that 
in these matters, which are beyond our compre- 
hension, we must seek to know the truth respect- 
ing them, as given in the whole Divine revelation. 

7* 
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PART IV. 

' ON SUNDRY DOCTRINES OP THE ROMISH AND 
PROTESTANT CHURCHES. 

Before we attempt to construct a Liturgy it 
is necessary to consider what articles of belief, 
besides those already noticed, are indispensable to 
a Church of Christ. We therefore propose to 
review the leading doctrines and practices of 
existing Christian Churches. We shall continue, 
as much as possible, to draw our conclusions from 
the Gospels, because, to have any value or per- 
manency, they must be conformable to the will of 
God in the new covenant. To revert to Moses 
would be to take a retrograde step, and to go to 
the primitive Churches would be to mix tradition 
with the will of God. 



CHAPTER XVL 

ON THE UNIVERSALITY OF DIVINE GRACE, 

We cannot believe in the Divine perfections, 
and suppose that any preference or partiality 



d by Google 



101 

exists in God, the universal Heavenly Father, 
who maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust ; or that any human being is cut off from 
the help of the Holy Spirit. Some persons may 
consider that the prevalence of heathenism, or 
Mahometism, are proofs that mankind are not 
all subjects of Divine grace ; but we only look 
upon the prevalence as evidences of the naturally 
corrupt bent of the human will in peoples who, 
in the earliest days, departed from God and 
worshipped idols, and who, led by immoral kings 
and priests, became darkened. 

The Uttle progress Divine truth, as revealed 
in Jesus Christ, has made, may be attributed to 
the want of faith and practice in Christians, to 
whom the Gospel Was given, not only for them- 
selves, but in trust for aU mankind. Their 
neglect has frustrated the gracious design of 
God, as did the backsliding of the Jews. That 
great community, the ^Church of Rome, withheld 
the Gospel from the laity, and has ever been a 
superstitious, bigoted, and intolerant Church, 
and wanting in all Christian practice. One Pro- 
testant Church holds the doctrines of election 
and reprobation, and contends for Divine decrees 
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of a partial nature ; another preaches faith, and 
denies the efficacy of works ; and generally in 
Christendom, war, immoralities, religious dissen- 
sions, and infidelity of various kinds, prevail. 
Christian Churches have existed nearly nineteen 
centuries, and behold the fruits : is not some 
great reformation wanted ? " God is love, and 
he that dweUeth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him/* ^^And this commandment have 
we from him. That he who loveth God love his 
brother also/' ^^A new commandment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another/* " By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another/* ^^He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me, and I will love him, and manifest 
myself to him/* Are we to limit this love and 
grace of God to those who happen to be bom in 
Christian lands ? God forbid I We know little 
about the real state of the heathen, so few persons 
are qualified by a knowledge of their language, 
and by long intercourse with them; still fewer 
mix with them as impartial judges, for the 
majority are missionaries sent out by sectarian 
bodies to teach their own imperfect notions 
respecting the Christian verity, beginning with 
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that great error, a disbelief in the universality of 
God^s grace, and that other error, equally great, 
that a knowledge of an outward Christ and his 
law is indispensable for salvation; that we cannot 
wonder so little progress is made in spreading 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of heaven which 
Christ preached ; and we are sure such mission- 
aries are not qualified to introduce pure religion 
amongst the heathen. Now and then we get 
from impartial Christian travellers a view of 
heathen faith and practice that shows clearly they 
are not left unaided by the Father of all, but that 
perceptions are given them of good and evil, and 
that they love the one and hate the other, so far as 
their state permits them; and that when Christians 
live- amongst them, and practise good works in 
the love of God, these poor heathen love them, 
which is a clear answer of the conscience to the 
truth of God. As soon as Christian practice is 
made the basis of missionary labours, the door 
will open to show them the Gospels, and our 
divine Lord, from whence only Christian practice 
proceeds. 

The grace of God, unequivocally declared to be 
universally given, is not active in those who deny 
it, but in all single-minded persons, analogous to 
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little children, it is perceived, and operates, just 
in proportion to the spiritual state of the soul ; it 
is a light which shineth brighter and brighter 
unto the perfect day ; in those who believe and 
obey it, it becomes a welling fountain, springing 
up into everlasting life. But as Christ declared, 
'^ I came not to call the righteous to repentance *' 
(the self-righteous who really turned away from 
him), but to the sick, the sinners; so perhaps 
the most gracious manifestation of God^s love 
now is in the warnings of sinners through his 
Spirit, for that clearly makes God the great and 
universal physician, the Saviour of all nations, 
tongues, and people ; a just and equal God, whom 
all must desire to believe in and love. Where 
little is given, little is required. Man is only 
subject to the law that governs him, and this has 
always relation to the degree of spiritual intelli- 
gence and growth in civilization. The revelation 
through Jesus Christ is at present more a fact, 
than a principle brought into action. In the 
masses formality greatly preponderates over spirit- 
uality; then surely Christians are not qualified to 
throw a stone at the heathen. 

How little knowledge they have of God who 
set limits to his love ! It pleased him in olden 
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time to make known his will to the Jews, not for 
their benefit only, but that of all the nations of 
the earth through them. How unfounded is the 
claim of sects and churches in this day to be the 
only feivoured ones of God. How wicked the 
assumption of infallibility, how foolish to compel 
uniformity, how vain to walk in spiritual pride, 
instead of that humility which becomes those 
who possess nothing but what they derive from 
God! 



CHAPTER XVn. 



ON THE BIBLE AND IMMEDIATE EEVELATION. 

Gk)D has revealed himself to man from the be- 
ginning, in various ways, by personal communion, 
through the medium of angels, in dreams, and by 
the Holy Spirit, but especially by Jesus Christ. 
The Bible is the record of these revelations. 

That wonderful book, the Old Testament, 
contains the personal revelation to the patriarchs, 
the law given by Moses, the history of the Judges, 
of David, and the Book of Psalms, the will of the 
Lord to the prophets. The Book of Genesis con- 
tains a short summary of the creation, fall of man, 
and dispersion of the family of Noah and their 
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settlement in various parts of 'Asia. As a whole 
the Bible is a great storehouse of divine truth, 
and of Jewish personal and national history, it is 
a teaching history of man^s fallibility and wilful 
departure from God, and of thie evil consequences of 
it. Although the Jews were a chosen people, an^ 
were favoured beyond all others, by a holy and 
just law, a good land, and manifold blessings, 
they cast off God, and because idolaters. So 
that it is clear it was not for their love and faithful- 
ness to God that they were selected; but as a 
means of making known the will of God, and the 
love of God to man ; and besides the moral law, 
the exhibition of the long-suffering of God to a 
backsliding and stiff-necked people, for a period 
of 1800 years, in warnings and promises, under 
various circumstances, brought out in strong 
relief, the nature of God, and of the divine go- 
vernment. That still more wonderful book, the 
New Testament, contains in the four Gospels, 
the history of the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, and particulars of his life, death, resur- 
rection, and ascension. It contains the revelation 
of the new law and covenant, distinguished from 
the old, as being spiritual, and therefore contain- 
ing the substance of all forms, types, and sym- 
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bols. It therefore does away with outward sacri- 
fices and ofierings, holy days, and holy places, 
and the mediation of priests, and teaches man 
that he must enter the kingdom of heaven by 
becoming godly, for which end he is assisted 
by God's Holy Spirit, which can lead him into 
truth and wisdom, holiness and divine charity. 
Appended to the Gospels are the Acts of the 
Apostles, sundry Epistles, and the Book of Re- 
velation. 

The enormous value of the Bible, as a whole, 
has led many to claim for it more than in truth 
belongs to it, even to call it, verbatim et literatim, 
a revelation. It is impossible to describe the 
evil consequences of this belief, it has led to 
textual conflicts between individuals, and sects, 
and churches, to confound that which is human 
with that which is divine, to trust in the letter 
instead of the spirit, in parts instead of the whole. 
And thus the vein of gold which runs through 
all its pages, the great substance of truth, the 
incorruptible word and wiU of God, has been 
amalgamated with that which is human. 

The Bible must be read properly, to learn its 
legitimate use ; it will then become a source of 
unity, instead of division, man's greatest comfort 
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and best instructor; the moral law and revelation 
of one God in the Old Testament, preparing the 
way for the spiritual law of the New, and for those 
glad tidings of great joy to all people, the coming 
of Jesus Christ. We shall then find that the Bible 
wa& never intended to teach history, or chron- 
ology, or astronomy, or geology, or details re- 
specting the creation ; but a knowledge of God 
and his will. 

There is also reason to believe that additiqns 
and corruptions have impaired the original text, 
and candid inquiry on these points is desirable. 

The efiect of this free inquiry, far from 
weakening the influence of the Bible as a moral 
power, or lessening our faith in the divine revel- 
ation it contains, wiU greatly strengthen it ; the 
purification of the text will enhance its value, 
and promote its acceptance by the learned, and 
lessen infidelity. 

Truth must be our single aim, which we may 
not succeed in finding unless we dig deep ^^ for 
the treasure hid in the field/' we should remember 
our Lord's repeated warnings, ^^He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear." As an example of the 
necessity of studying the Bible as a whole, we 
may instance the mistake made by that noble and 
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Christiaii sect, the Quakers, who, stringing to- 
gether the prophecy of Joel, the pentecostal out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost, and the promise of 
the comforter, Contended for the continued in- 
fluence of the prophetic office. 

We cannot close these remarks on the Bible, 
without referring to the revelation of God in his 
works, hitherto much neglected by ministers, and 
a closed book morally to the multitude; but 
which, read in a truthful spirit, forms a valuable 
auxiliary to the revelation of God in his word ; for 
it is written by the finger of God himself, and is 
perfect and indubitable, showing constant changes 
going on, life in all it forms, and death, and re- 
newal of life in the lower animals; it relates to im- 
mense periods of time, and constitutes a delightful 
study, a natural theology, in harmony with a 
spiritual theology, and inducing faith and love 
towards God the Creator. 

The proper reading of these two revelations 
will lead to a harmonious faith, and free us from 
the mysticism of an unenlightened mind. What 
we' have to avoid in both is faith in superficial ap- 
pearances — in the letter, and in the works. There 
is such profound wisdom exhibited in the one, 
and such divine love in the other, discoverable 
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when we study each deeply, that we ought 
patiently to search for the hidden treasures they 
contain. Even the words of Christ who spoke so 
plainly, must be read in the Spirit ; the end of all 
our inquiries is to get at the great foundation 
truths of God. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

ON PUBLIC WOESHIP. 



The object of public worship is to afford an 
opportunity of publicly testifying our faith and 
trust in the unseen but living God, by adoration, 
thanksgiving, and praise ; and to offer prayer, 
for help, for confession of sins, and petitions for 
pardon and grace. It can only be truly per- 
formed by those who love God, and who, feeling 
their infirmities and sins, desire forgiveness. 
Public worship is no substitute for private wor- 
ship, whilst it may greatly promote ifc; Private 
worship is the more essential act, because it is 
personal to man's own feelings, taste, and wants, 
and cannot always be exercised at periodic times. 
With individuals^ it is really the exercise of 



d by Google 



Ill 

divine communion, man's lughest birthright, the 
connecting link between God and man, time and 
eternity, something spiritual and imperishable 
amidst mortality. 

Public worship may be followed by human 
teachings, by means of sermons, which are of 
great value for the purpose of elucidating Scrip- 
ture, and bringing before the congregation 
practical views of all the great truths of revelation. 
It is man reasoning with man on the things of 
God, and applying them, thereby quickening 
individual consciousness, and encouraging the 
private exercise of faith, hope, and charity. The 
subjects treated of in sermons are too important 
to be lightly dealt with ; it is therefore best that 
they should be composed at leisure, and read or 
repeated. On the whole we believe they yrill 
prove much more edifying than extemporaneous 
discourses, which few men are capable of deliver- 
ing but as orations, in which imagination and 
feeling are often too largely represented, and 
which want the calm influence of truth and 
wisdom. Written sermons are further desirable, 
because of the research which they would require 
when natural religion is made auxiliary to 
spiritual; and where history and antiquity are 
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treated of. Science is the handmaid of religion, 
and morals are taught in every reference to the 
works of God, whose wisdom, power, and good- 
ness are especially shown in them. To secure 
order and prevent unsuitable addresses, forms are 
indispensable in public worship, in nothing more 
so than in prayer : extemporaneous prayers are 
highly objectionable, they often run into great 
length, want humility and reverence, and become 
virtually as formal as written prayers, and have 
no quickening influence. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

ON THE SABBATH DAT, HOLT DATS, AND HOLT PLACES. 

The Sabbath Day, ordained by God a holy 
day for the Jews in the Mosaic law, and com- 
manded to be kept by the strongest injunctions, 
and under penalty of death, at last came to be 
observed superstitiously, or not at all ; or, like 
all the ritual law, it was neither kept in the spirit 
nor in the letter; and when our Lord came and 
kept the law in the spirit by his perfect holiness 
and righteousness, and by a life of constant 
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loving-kindness and charity, the Scribes and 
Pharisees sought to kill him for his repeated 
breaches of their Sabbath. This example of our 
Lord we take to be conclusive evidence of that 
which reason and common sense confirm, that 
there is not, and cannot be, holiness in any day, 
or in one day above another. The Sabbath Day 
of the Jews was selected from the other days of 
the week for the same purpose as sacrifices and 
offerings were enjoined, in condescension to an 
unspiritual people, to keep them in remembrance 
of God, his works, and his law, at a time when 
surrounding nations were steeped in idolatry. 
But even then the righteous saw the substance 
through the outward form, and in the Psalms, 
and by the prophets, declared that the Lord 
regardeth not Sabbaths, sacrifices, and offerings 
as possessing inherent virtue, but only as means 
to bring people to true faith and practice. There- 
fore, when our Lord came to abolish the law and 
bring in righteousness, he openly denounced the 
hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees, and 
shortly after destroyed the Temple and the daily 
sacrifice. He consecrated a more perfect temple 
and altar in the soul, in which every individual, 
in humility and faith, may offer sacrifices in spirit 
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and in truth, Trhicli alone are acceptable to him, 
and which have no reference to periodic days of 
worship or of fasting; the real fast is from self- 
ishness and sin; and when the soul has over- 
come wickedness and the wicked one, it may 
enjoy the true feast, which is the peace and love 
of God shed abroad in the heart. 

In this day a degree of the Pharisaical super- 
stition remains, which regards an outward day 
holy, and visits with reprobation any breach of 
the Sabbath day. We nevertheless propose to 
devote one day in the week for the performance 
of public worship, for rest from labour and busi- 
ness, but it must be a reasonable and Christian 
devotion of it. Innocent recreations may be al- 
lowed, a part may be spent profitably in enjoy- 
ing the works of God in his beautiful creation ; 
thus contributing to make it a happy day. Our 
Lord declared that the Sabbath of old was made 
for man, and not man for the Sabbath, and that 
his yoke was easy and his burthen light. In 
keeping the Sabbath or Sunday in this way we 
should be as far removed from the puritanical 
strictness as from the immoral slackness of our 
ancestors, and, preserving the essence of the form, 
give the freedom of the spirit* 
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The Cliurch of Eome has decreed holy days, 
and consecrated churches and churchyards, and 
canonized persons, having a saint in its calendar 
for every day of the year, but does not keep the 
Sabbath strictly. The Church of England follows • 
in her steps, and although claiming to be Pro- 
testant, has her saints, holy days, and holy 
places, and days of fasting, and she will not bury 
unbaptized Protestants in her consecrated ground; 
and in some cemeteries builds a wall of separa- 
tion (as at Torquay) between the Church and 
Dissenters' fplace of burial. Is this Christian 
charity ? We deny that God has given any 
Church power to consecrate persons or things; 
the whole earth is the Lord's, and holy ; in days 
of old when it pleased him to reveal himself to 
man in any place, his presence made it holy for 
the time ; therefore the inner tabernacle, and the 
Temple of the Lord on Mount Zion, where his 
presence was especially known, were holy, Mount 
Zion was designated the Holy Hill of Zion, the 
gates of which the Lord was said to love, where 
blessings were as dew on the mountains, out of 
which were to come Glad Tidings, and to it the 
Eedeemer. Yet even these, when Israel departed 
from God, were all to be destroyed, and when our 
8* 



d by Google 



1^-^ 



116 

Lord came to Zion he found no holiness in the 
people ; he therefore destroyed the temple, and 
the Holy Zion was to be ploughed as a field, and 
is now the site of a Mahomedan Mosque. 

The temple now designed to be consecrated 
by the Divine presence in it, is the Heart of man ; 
and God's command is, *^Be ye holy as I am 
holy/' And his call is, '^ My son, give me thy 
heart;'' and to teach literal observances in a 
gospel day, is to lead people back to a law which 
Christ has abrogated, instead of calling them to 
the light and freedom of the new covenant. The 
importance of maintaining a true practice, is not 
enough considered, and people, from education 
and habit, hold views that are not true, and often 
merge into superstition or fanaticism. In our 
time, the notion of the second coming of Christ 
led to the fanaticism of Joanna Southcot ; in early 
Christian days mortifications of the flesh and re- 
treats into hermitages were practised, and were 
probably the source of the monastic system ; and 
many churches now recommend an adherence to 
outward signs and things, such as forty days fast- 
ing in Lent, made more tolerable to the Catholics 
by being preceded by a carnival ! 

In reference more particularly to holy places. 
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we must notice the enormous increase, not of 
churclies, whicli an increased population requires, , 
but of churcli decorations. We should ever 
bear in mind the fundamental principle, that 
Christianity has no outward temple, and that 
divine worship, although occasionally public, is 
essentially private. And reverting to mediaeval 
times, when the churches were in their greatest 
glory, we shall find, it is far from being an evidence 
of true religion: the age was superstitious, and the 
churches were little better than places of idolatry, 
and were inseparably connected with a priesthood 
in its worst form. Nobles were Archbishops and 
Bishops, and eclipsed in outward show the lay 
aristocracy, drew the people to Holy Shrines, 
made their salvation depend on gifts, and built 
their Cathedrals with money derived from tithes 
and ofierings. There was no religion in this ; much 
as we admire the glorious works of architecture of 
the mediaeval day, we fear something of the old 
pride and superstition of that hierarchy is ex- 
hibited in the present church restorations and 
decorations, which may lead to a sensuous religion, 
and divert the people from that humble worship 
of God, which a being so fragile and fallible re- 
quires. We cannot too strongly point out, that 
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Gk)d dwelleth not in temples made by Lands, and 
if we think proper that the material church should 
be beautiful, the preacher should impress his 
hearers with the truth that there is no holiness in 
any outward building, in any outward temple 
now j and that they should look to the glory of a 
purified heart in which God dwells through the 
Spirit. 



CHAPTER XX. 



ON THE EESUERECTION OP THE DEAD, AND FUTURE 
EEWAEDS AND PUNISHMENTS.. 

As God is a spirit in glory, so man is a spirit 
in the flesh, both spirits are immortal ; but that 
the body of man dies, and sees corruption, we 
know by our senses. We believe in the eternal 
life of the spirit, because our Lord testified to the 
immortality of the soul, and himself rose from 
the dead, and ascended into heaven. Angels 
also are declared to be the spirits of just men. 
Heaven, the abode of God and of the just of all 
ages and generations, is not ^.heaven postponed 
until a great day of judgment ; but is that holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, into which the righteous 
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enter as soon as they put oflF mortality. Our 
Lord told the repentant thief on the cross, ^^ This 
day thou shalt be with me in Paradise,*' whereas 
we know that the bodies of Jesus Christ and the 
thief remained on earth. There is no death to 
the soul, although the visual eye unconsciously 
closes in the sleep of death. Christ declared to 
the sisters of Lazarus, ^' I am the Resurrection 
and the Jjif&.*^ •^Whosoever liveth and believeth 
on me, shall never die/' John the Divine saw in 
vision a great multitude of all nations, tongues, 
and people, stand before the throne of God in 
)ieaven. Why is there any mystification on this 
subject ? It does not follow because the body 
of Christ rose from the dead, that our bodies will 
also rise from the dead; such a belief entails con- 
sequences from which we shall be all glad to 
escape ; for then the sleep of death has fallen upon 
all men from the beginning, which is tantamount 
to annihilation, or there has been a separation of 
body and soul for a time, which is ridiculous. 
To suppose the Besurrection and Ascension of 
matter, even in our atmosphere, is to destroy 
gravitation, God's great and universal law. The 
resurrection and renewal of life in the body of 
Jesus Christ, is another instance of that Divine 
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power wliicli raised Lazarus and others to life. 
They were aU exceptional, for the express purpose 
of proving the Divinity of Christ. The ascension 
of Christ was only another and a closing miracle of 
miracles. Given creative power, and even this 
need not surprise us. The human body is com- 
posed of earthly elements, and he who made the 
first Adam /rom the earth, could as easily dissolve 
the body of the second Adam into its elements. 
We must always bear in mind that there was a 
necessity for the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ's body being made visible ; not only to 
prove an immortal state, but also to prevent the 
worship of Christ's body. It was much more 
necessary than to withdraw the body of Moses, 
which otherwise would have been embalmed, and 
worshipped by the Jews. The cross and the 
nails are now worshipped by Catholics. We may 
admit that there is something super-human in 
everything relating to the resurrection and as- 
cension of Christ; even before the ascension 
very extraordinary and incomprehensible things 
are told us respecting Christ ; his charging '^riT 
jXkoHmr not to touch him, his appearing in the 
midst of his disciples when the door was shut, his 
vanishing away. We must entirely disconnect 
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the matter of the earth from the spirit which 
animates it during life ; our Lord said, ^^ A spirit 
hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have/' 
'^ That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the spirit is spirit/' ^^ The 
flesh profiteth nothing, the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit and they are life." So 
Paul thought, who said, ^' Flesh and blood can 
never inherit the kingdom of heaven." Seriously 
to argue this question, seems like fighting 
against a phantom, did we not know that the 
Churches of England as well as Rome have these 
charnel-houses, and teach the resurrection of the 
body. Inseparable from this belief is that of one 
great general day of resurrection and judgment, 
which has its origin in certain texts of Scripture 
taken literally ; we repeat, the Bible must not be 
read by parts, but must be made consistent with 
itself, and with the cardinal truths and unchange- 
able nature and will of God. Nothing must lead 
us to make God inconsistent with himself. This 
idea of one great resurrection is inconsistent with 
•fch«r great substance of revelation respecting a 
future state, and with the texts above quoted.;. we 
therefore must treat it as a vulgar error. The 
belief entertained by many of a second outward 
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coming of Christ, we consider another vulgar 
error. No doubt such an opinion prevailed in 
the apostles' days, and also of the end of the 
world being at hand. This is shown by the first 
converts having all things common. We consider 
it quite sufficient to destroy tibia notion, to recall 
what our Lord said respecting it* li asoae on 
the occasion of our Lord's declaring the temple 
should be destroyed, when Peter, James, John, 
and Andrew asked him privately when these 
things should be, and what should be the sign of 
his coming and of the end of the world. After de- 
scribing many marvellous signs Jesus said, '^ Then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven, and they shall see the Son of man com* 
ing in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory." This, like the other saying of Christ, 
'^ Take, eat, this is my body,'' is plain enough 
literally, but as our Lord explained that his 
words related to spirit and life, so we might be 
satisfied with a like spiritual meaning in this 
case, had we not as plain a declaration froin 
our Lord, ^^ Verily I say unto you, this gener- 
ation shall not pass away, until all these things 
are fulfilled;" and entirely to confirm this, we 
have the fact, the witness of nineteen centuries ; 
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and with relation to this extraordinary declara- 
tion, we should remember that the apostle John 
was the only evangelist named as having asked 
our Lord for information respecting these future 
events, and that he recorded nothing whatever re* 
specUng them. Matthew, Mark, and Luke, there- 
fore, must have got it from others. 

Lastly, we must consider the all-important 
question of future rewards and punishments. 
Knowing the justice, love, and mercy of God, and 
his declaration, that man will be judged according 
to his works, and that beautiful relation, " Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the beginning of the world ; 
for I was an hungred and ye gave me meat, thirsty 
and ye gave me drink, naked and ye clothed 
me, sick, and in prison, and ye visited me.*' 
'' Forasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my children, ye have done it unto 
me ;'' and the reverse of this applied to the 
wicked ; we feel unbounded confidence in future 
rewards and punishments being in accordance 
with it, but we find no description of the kind or 
degree of either; and relating as they do to a 
spiritual state concerning which we are ignorant, 
it could not be made intelligible to man ; but 
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there is one allusion whicli, if carried out, would 
be sufficient to excite us to live a life of right- 
eousness, — ^the being ^^ cast into outer darkness,'' 
which involves separation from God, the light of 
heaven ; and without his presence, and cut ojff 
from his perfections, we should be miserable in- 
deed. To say the least, there is a great confusion 
of belief in all Churches on these subjects. The 
purgatory of the Church of Rome is an in- 
vention of the priesthood, and has long given 
them great power over superstitious minds, and 
was worked by Tetzel to bring money into the 
papal treasury ; but there is nothing revealed to 
us on this subject. We may humbly hope and 
believe that there may be a progression towards 
virtue in the spiritual world, yet it may be best 
that we should feel that future happiness entirely 
depends on our progression in time, by love of 
God and obedience to his will. 
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PART V. 

ON THE PRACTICES OF CHEISTIANS. 

Having reviewed almost all the great ques- 
tions of Faith and Doctrine, it may be well to 
look into the Christian world, and observe its 
works. Let our faith be ever so sound, it is by 
our works we shall be judged ; and if our prac- 
tice be heathenish, it will be 'vain to plead the 
merits of a Christian profession. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

ON WAE. 



The root of war is the wickedness of man, 
which shows itself in various shapes, of which war 
is the one most prominent and most destructive 
to human life and happiness ; for the consequences 
of war are death, suffering, disease, and poverty, 
to nations engaged in it, ia different degrees. 
Even if all suffered equally, it would not prevent 
war, be the stake played for little or great ; for 
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the evil passions are tyrants and never submit to 
reason, and covetousness, ambition, pride, malice, 
and envy, more or less have to do with wars be- 
tween nation and nation, God is love, and con- 
sequently a God of peace; and Jesus Christ 
came as the Prince of peace. War is therefore 
entirely the work of man, and the only full pre- 
ventive is, for man to become godly, which is a 
state of regeneration, in which he gradually 
overcomes wickedness in himself^ and becomes 
wise, and good, and, loving God and his neigh- 
bours, ia peaceable. This was only fuUy made 
Iqiown to man by our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
not only enjoined the love of God and man, but 
practised it, and gave the Comforter to guide us 
into all truth ; as Christians profess to believe in 
the new covenant, they ought to see that the 
sword of the Spirit is the only lawful weapon to 
use, and spiritual battles against the devil and aU 
his works, the only lawful combats. The fruits 
of victory in these being the peace of God shed 
abroad in our hearts, which is the best guarantee 
for the love of our neighbour, if this generally 
prevailed, outward wars would come to an end, 
and the beautiful predictions of the prophet 
Isaiah be realized. 
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But SO deep and so general is the corruption 
of man^ that this is far from being the case, and 
the law of an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth, is not practically abrogated by the coming 
of a law of love. The wars of the Lord, as they 
have been termed, waged between the Jews and 
the Canaanites, were, properly considered, con- 
flicts with the devil; they are distinctly de- 
clared to have to do with wickedness brought 
to a fulness, and not for the righteousness of 
the Jews, and they bear upon that great moral 
government which God exercises, but respecting 
which we know little. 

Before the coming of Christ, the natural man 
was in ascendancy, and the sword of the flesh 
was the chief restrainer of wickedness ; and al- 
though God, who changeth not, was as much a 
God of peace and love then as now, it waa im- 
possible to govern nations with the silken cord of 
love; and war, which is human, was the only 
efficient means of restraining wickedness and 
saving mankind from the rule of the devH. In 
modem days, when oppression of people by kings, 
robbing from ambition, the denial of liberty of 
conscience, manifest injustice or the passions of 
mankind, exist, — ^war is unavoidable, and in some 
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cases justifiable, for it is a conflict with wicked- 
ness. Would that no other war arose ! but what 
feeble hopes of the coming of the peaceable king- 
dom of Christ we must have, who have been 
witnesses of the late civil war in America, for 
which there was not the slightest cause. It is a 
great source of happiness to believe, that the 
secondary remedies for war are in increasing 
operation. Free trade is one of the greatest of 
these, whose direct efiect is to make one nation 
more dependant on another, and both to be 
pecuniary gainers by it, and the increased inter- 
course between peoples has a powerful influence 
in lessening prejudice and national jealousies. 
And the causes of dvil wars are gradually disap- 
pearing, as liberty of conscience is extended and 
laws are made more just and equal, and especially 
when the government is not lodged in kings; 
but, like that of England, is extended to all classes 
by a representative system. If we add to this 
the great cost of war, we almost seem to require 
only one thing more to put an end to it, viz., a 
greater unity of faith, which directly leads to 
brotherly love, and is the cementer of all se- 
condary means, the promoter of the coming of 
the day of Christ, when there will be abundance 
of peace. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

ON INFIDELITY. 

In treating of practical matters, speculative in- 
fidelity can only be considered so far as it leads to 
that which is practical, and becomes the ground- 
work of evils which affect society. A want of 
faith in God leads to disobedience to his will in 
numberless and ramifying branches. We do not 
refer to Atheism, which scarcely has an existence, 
or to Deism, which denies the Divinity of Christ, 
yet upholds a moral government ; but rather to 
that practical denial of God which makes man his 
own master, and takes away the influence of 
religion as the constant regulator of the conduct. 

This practical infidelity leads to impurity, in- 
justice, intemperance, and covetousness, which is 
modem idolatry. We confine ourselves to results, 
and therefore do not enter into details respecting 
the sins of mankind ; but under every one of these 
heads a fearful amount of immorality might be 
described. A denial of the Divinity of Christ is 
an infidelity fraught with fatal practical conse- 
9 
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quences, for althougli many sucli unbelievers ac- 
cept his moral code, and live to a great extent a 
moral life, yet no man is safe on such an unstable 
foundation ; for it involves a disbelief in the New- 
Testament, and such an assumption is ever en- 
dangering even the faith in one God, and perse- 
verance to the end in good works ; for he who 
depends on his own strength, reason, and con- 
science, cuts his connection with the source of 
wisdom and virtue, and becomes sooner or later 
a dead branch. How can we entertain a firm be- 
lief in the immortality of the soul, unless we be- 
lieve in the resurrection of Christ from the dead ; 
excepting in that dreamy unstable view taken of 
it by the heathen philosophers. We are never 
safe without faith in the Christian revelation, 
when that revelation has been given us, for we 
possess no sufficient stimulus to good works, and 
can never arrive at the perfection of our moral 
and intellectual nature. In a world in which trials 
and sufierings abound, with a body prone to de- 
cay, and assuredly ending in death, we constantly 
want God^s strength, and the sure and certain 
hope of eternal Hfe. The history of the Jews be- 
fore our Lord's coming must convince us that 
immortality was then little thought of, and that 
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we owe to the gospel a prospect of the glories of a 
future state, a knowledge of our own divine nature, 
and the power of becoming participators of God^s 
wisdom and holiness. How immensely those gain 
who believe, who, sacrificing the unlawful use of 
the senses and the passions, obtain strength of 
mind and of body, hope, and joy, and peace ! We 
believe it is a melancholy fact, that the unbe- 
liever in the Divinity of Christ generally falls 
away from a steadfast adherence to the moral law, 
however philosophical he may be ; and becoming 
weakened in faith in the spiritual realities of a 
future world, has at death no fulness of hope of a 
happy futurity. In the aboundings of the love of 
God, all faithful men must pity these, and desire 
by reason and revelation to bring them into the 
happiness of believing. 

We know it will be said by them, that they 
do not find religious people better than others ; 
and this is indeed a home-thrust, which is justi- 
fied by the review we have taken, showing the 
want of sound faith and divine charity in profes- 
sors, and the belief in doctrines and sacraments 
which have no foundation in Jesus Christ, and 
presumptuous claims of the priesthood ; could we 
do away with these, how true and beautiful, how 
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full of love and mercy, would the Lord Jesus 
Christ appear, how irresistible his call to us, to 
come to him, and to be one with him in holiness, 
in wisdom, and in truth ! 

How clearly we see the mote in our brother's 
eye, whilst we see not the beam that is in our 
own eye ! If the disbeliever in Christ casts off 
spiritual government, he may still be consistent 
in his practice as far as his faith goes. But what 
shall we say of the professor of faith in Christ, 
who, like the son who was told to go and work 
in the vineyard, answered, I go, sir, but went 
not ? If the light given us, and which we believe 
in, be shut out, how great is our darkness ! It is 
not going to Church or Chapel, reciting our 
Creed, or repeating prayers, that wiU avail us, 
but doing the will of God in the world and in the 
house. It is by personal holiness; charity, justice, 
truth, that we become good fathers, mothers, 
sons and daughters, good masters and servants : 
by these only we can adorn the gospel of God 
our Saviour in all things ; this will neither make 
us narrow Puritans nor Pharisaical professors, but 
free and happy, in the enjoyment of all our 
faculties, in that order which God has established, 
in use and not in abuse. Did the infidel see this 
in believers, would he not soon discard infidelity. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

ON SECTARIAN AND EELIGIOUS DISSENSIONS. 

There is no outward embodied Churcli of 
Clirist ; every existing Churcli is, in some respect, 
out of the unity and love of God, We consider 
the Churches of Rome, of the East, and of Eng- 
land, as much sectarian as dissenters from them. 
We believe that an impartial examination will 
show that all outward Churches, as at present 
constituted, are hindrances to the coming of the 
day of Christ, which is a day of righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit ; for they 
all maintain their power by force or by education, 
and discourage free thought and opinion; they 
are not satisfied with the bond of union offered 
by faith in one holy, wise, and good God, as 
exhibited in the person of Jesus Christ, and in 
his written revelation; but set up doctrines, 
forms, ceremonies, and sacraments, that have no 
religion in them. Religion is an individual work, 
which no man ca,n practise for his brother ; it is, 
therefore, a gross error to suppose God has 
delegated his power to any pope, king, or priest. 
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Shades of differences constitute a sect, and 
yet they will not pray together, or associate, or 
harmonize as brethren. Notwithstanding ' all 
these differences, there is much true religion in 
the world ; people are good in spite of their sects, 
and we have good clergymen, and good laymen, 
labouring in divine charity in their several voca- 
tions ; and these will be greatly increased when a 
Church of unity arises that simply leads people to 
God, and from the devil; then mercy and truth 
will meet together, and righteousness and peace 
kiss each other. 

The laity have their peculiar temptations ; a 
prominent one in this day is a seeking, not merely 
for money, but for enormous wealth, and this 
overpowers all consideration for others. Some 
concerns require very large capital to originate 
and carry on, and are full of risk, and are very 
necessary for the general good : it is not money, 
but the love of money, that is objectionable. Eich 
people make a rich country, and set industry to 
work all over the world, and promote universal 
peace. The vicissitudes of human affairs are con- 
tinually altering- the property of individuals, in- 
creasing that of some, and reducing that of 
others. The great mass of the people are de- 
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pendent on wages, which accident, sickness, or 
the stoppage of trade may put an end to; and 
while the poor have large families, there can be 
little accumulation for old age ; there is, therefore, 
a clear necessity for rich people to aid the poor 
and the afficted ; and in no country more than 
England do we find wealth distributed with a 
large and loving hand. It is a weakness to sit 
down and bemoan the sins of ourselves, or the 
world. God calls us to action, and a manly 
determination to overcome evil; he is ready to 
assist us : we must aim at that greatness of soul 
which characterized the heavenly man Christ 
Jesus, we must bear and forbear, remembering 
that throughout all the ages of the world God 
has exercised his long-suffering and tender mercy 
to sinners, and his loving-kindness to all man- 
kind. 
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PART VI. 



THE LITUEGY. 



Having settled the faith and doctrines of a 
Church of Christ, we have only to determine 
what the formulary for public services shall be* 
That for Divine worship will consist of prayers, 
praises, and thanksgivings to God, the reading of 
Holy Scripture, psalmody, confession of sins, and 
petitions for grace and for forgiveness. After 
this will come teaching, by means of sermons, 
which we propose to be written compositions. 
The agent for conducting these public services 
will be a layman, a minister; the congregation 
only joining in psalmody. By this plan just as 
much form is used as is necessary to preserve 
order, it will be extremely simple, and contain 
nothing but gospel principles, which must meet 
with general assent, and, therefore, promote 
unity, real Divine worship, and Divine teaching. 
There being no ecclesiastical class, or Holy orders , 
in the new covenant, we, notwithstanding, want 
the assistance of a minister, who will be required 
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to subscribe to the creed and articles laid down 
in the Liturgy (whicb is necessary to prevent the 
introduction of individual opinion) ; they are ten 
in number, and such as no Christian can object 
to. A minister must take a degree in some 
University previous to his appointment, which 
is a testimonial to his acquaintance with his own 
tongue, Greek and Latin, and with the Bible ; he 
must also be a good reader, and qualified to 
teach Christianity in sermons. This will fit him 
to mix with all classes. As under the proposed 
plan a minister would have much leisure (for we 
do not propose to have week-day services), the 
very important duty of overseeing the national 
education would be imposed on him. Under a 
Church of unity, religious and moral instruction 
may be judiciously blended with secular learning. 

Ministers and their Duties. 

MmiSTEES are laymen, devoting their whole 
time to the civil and religious duties of their 
office: 

1. They must be religious and moral men, 

desirous of filling the office for con- 
science' sake. 

2. They must be well taught in their mother 
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tongue, in Greek and Latin, and in 
science, and possess talent for public 
readings and speaking. 

8. They must be familiar with Holy Scripture. 

4. They must, previous to appointment as 
ministers, have taken a degree at some 
university, as a testimonial of acquaint- 
ance with the above. 

Duties of Ministers. 

A. To preside in public assemblies for Divine 

worship. 

B. To read the services, as prescribed in the 

Liturgy. 

C. To preach and teach, by written sermons, 

at the close of Divine worship. 

D. To perform the marriage ceremony pre- 

scribed by law. 

E. To give names to infants. 

F. To bury the dead, using a prescribed form. 

G. To keep the register of births, deaths, and 

marriages. 
H. To oversee the national education. 
I. To reside on their incumbencies. 
J. To subscribe to the Creed and Articles of 

the Church. 
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K. To follow no trade or profession whilst in 
office. 

Remuneration of Ministers. 

A Chuech of Unity is supposed to be a 
national Charcli, ministers will therefore be paid 
by the State ; which would appropriate for this 
purpose existing tithes and endowments, as a 
part fund for the purpose. 

1. Every minister would have a residence pro- 

vided for him, 

2. And be paid an annual salary, varying 

in amount according to circumstances ; 
and in case of age or infirmities be en- 
titled to a pension. 

^Privilege of ministers and other laymen^ constituting 

the higher courts for selection and anointment of 

ministers. 

Salaries proportioned to those paid to the 

Judges of Civil Courts, and seats in the House of 

Lords, to Presidents of these Courts presiding 

over education and other secular matters which 

devolve on ministers. 

Of secondary courts, salaries, and if seat in the 
House of Commons to Presidents. 

Those who fill these offices, the particular 
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duties of whicli it is premature to define, will be 
elected by the government, under sanction from 
the Crown. 

The lay nature of the proposed Church clearly 
entitles the higher officers to seats in Parliament, 
as they would be the only parties fiilly qualified 
to give information respecting any branch of the 
department they belong to. 

THE LITUEGY. 

The Creed. 

A. That there is only one living and true God, 

who is a spirit, the Creator of all things, 
the Almighty, all wise, all good, the 
governor and preserver of the uni- 
verse, the giver of life, intellectual 
power, and moral consciousness. 

B. That Jesus Christ was the outward mani- 

festation of that one God. 

C. That the Holy Spirit is the manifestation 

of that one God in the soul of man. 

Articles of Belief, 

1. In the immortality of the soul. 

2. In future rewards and punishments. 

3. In the universality of Divine grace. 
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4. In the necessity of faith in God, and in 

Christ, and in the Holy Spirit. 

5. In the necessity of good works. 

6. In man's free agency. 

7. In the presence and teaching of the Holy 

Spirit in the soul of man. 

8. In a Divine revelation, contained in the 

Old and New Testaments. 

9. In the moral law. 

10. In the spiritual law of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as recorded in the Gospels. 

The Commandments. 
I. "The Lord our God is one Lord.'' "Thou 

shalt love the Lord with all thy heart." 
n. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
in. To honour parents. 
IV. Not to kill. 
V. Not to commit adultery. 
VI. Not to steal. 
Vn. Not to bear false witness. 
VIII. Not to covet. 

The Promises of Christ, 
A. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
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B. Blessed are they tliat mou^, for they 

shall be comforted. 

C. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 

the earth. 

D. Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst 

after righteousness, for they shall be 
filled. 

E. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 

obtain mercy. 

P. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God. 

G. Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God. 

H. Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

I. When the Comforter is come whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall testify of Me, and 
teach you all things, and abide with you 
for ever. 

J. Ask of Me, and I will give thee living 
water, and it shall be in thee a well of 
living water, springing up into ever- 
lasting life. 
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K. I am the resurrection and tlie life; lie that 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

The moral law, so clearly defined at Sinai, in 
the tables, had its origin in the very beginning 
of God's revelation of his will to man, and can 
have no end ; because its object is man's right- 
eousness, which is man's happiness. Its difiusion 
and acceptance appears to have been very gene- 
ral, and must have come direct from God to the 
Patriarchs of all nations; for it is found to 
exist, more or less, amongst all people. In 
Christian nations it is in great degree embodied 
in their civil codes, and overt breaches of it are 
punished. It is therefore desirable that it should 
be instilled into the minds of youth, in order that 
both the law of the land, and the law of God, 
should be known and obeyed. Grace and truth^ 
in greater fulness, came by Jesus Christ; his 
spiritual law can only be fuUy kept when ac- 
cepted in love ; the blessings which follow (which 
we have thought right to incorporate in the 
Liturgy), are rewards that especially relate to 
man in his highest destination, as a son of God. 

The Liturgy will further contain — 
1. A series of Prayers. 
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2. Thanksgivings and Praises. 

3. Petitions for grace and for forgiveness. 

4. Psalmody, consisting of 

A. Selections from the Psalms. 

B. Hymns. 

5. Eecitations of God^s promises. 

6. Selections from Holy Scripture, being the 

lessons to be read in public worship. 

7. The forms of marriage, burial, and naming 

of infants. 

The Prayer Book of the Church of England 
is a modified copy of that of Rome ; the excel- 
lence of the prayers shows they were written by 
truly good men ; a selection from both Churches, 
with some additions, to adapt them to the alte- 
rations which we have made in other parts of the 
formulary, is all that will be required. The 
declarations respecting the Trinity, at the close of 
these prayers, and which appear to have been 
added at the Reformation, are out of place, for 
prayers are addresses to the Deity, and not a re- 
citing of a creed. 

We consider portions only of the Psalms 
should be used ; every one must see that they 
combine, with the highest spiritual sayings, much 
that related to the Jewish nation, to the old law, 
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and to man in a low nataral state; and therefore 
to introduce tlie whole into Christian worship is 
manifestly incongruous: this appears to have 
been long felt, and probably gave rise to Hymns. 
We propose that the history of the whole life and 
sayiQgs of our Lord shall form a series of les- 
sons, beginning the year with his birth, arid, 
ending it with his ascension. This, with se- 
lections from the Epistles and Revelation, and 
from the Old Testament, will constitute the 
Bible teaching of the Church. We consider it 
desirable to make prominent, by repetition, those 
most important teachings of our Lord respecting 
Divine communion and regeneration; for, al- 
though we discard the forms of Baptism and 
Communion, we consider them the most im- 
portant lessons of the new covenant, which ought 
to be frequently brought to remembrance. 

Having introduced all the great truths of 
revelation into the form for Divine worship, no- 
thing more might appear necessary ; but having 
to deal with man, there is an advantage in hia 
being taught by his feUow-men in a familiar way. 
And through sermons the minister does this, 
adapting his discourses to man's state of weak- 
ness and ignorance ; his learning enabling him to 
10 
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elucidate the text, his knowledge of the Scrip-^ 
tnres to remove difficulties and explain discre- 
pancies^ and he can allude to passing events. 
Sermons are the most attractive part of public 
services; the minister, freed from the restraints 
of the Rubric and subscription, can in chaste 
and eloquent language express Christian feeling, 
and render attractive and intelligible the sub- 
stance of Divine revelation. And when science, 
now taught at our Universities, enables him to 
read in another book, hitherto very much closed, 
viz., the revelation of Ood in his works, we feel 
confident, when read attentively, and with a 
truthful spirit, nothing will contribute more to 
strengthen the revelation of God in his word ; for 
it will make known the infinite power, wisdom, 
and love of God in creation, which must promote 
the acquirement of all truth, for it will enlarge 
ihe vision, and enlighten the understanding in 
the things of God. In discarding the rite of 
water Baptism, we propose in naming infants to 
make it a formal and public act, and that the 
minister shall impress on parents and guardians 
the great responsibiUty they undertake in bring- 
ing up a being destined Uke God to be holy, 
just, and good, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
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of heaven, and, therefore, the duty of guarding 
children from physical, moral, and intellectual 
evil ; and as their consciences expand, instilling 
the love of God, and the keeping of his com- 
mandments. We believe the regeneration of 
society greatly depends on the religious character 
and judicious care of parents, for although, when 
manhood comes, and independence, and with it 
the will, and the influence of the passions and the 
senses, the advice of parents is often forgotten; 
yet, when the great truths of religion have been 
stamped on the memory in youth, they rise up as 
witnesses against evil. To perfect the Liturgy, so 
as to make it fit for use, would require much 
time and thought. We have, therefore, confined 
ourselves to giving a general outline in connection 
with the principles which we have laid down for 
the constitution of a Church of unity. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Having brought the work we have undertaken 
to an end, we submit it to public consideration ; 
we trust, at least, it will induce thought on a 
subject of such vast importance. Many will con- 
sider no change wanting, but surely none can 
believe that perfection is already reached in 
any outward Church ; neither ought we to be 
satisfied with the fruits of existing systems. The 
moral status of society is below what' it ought to 
be, speculative and practical infidelity too much 
abound, and religious duties are imperfectly per- 
formed. This is our apology for the work, and 
convinces us that a reformation is wanting. 
Happily we are free in England to express our 
thoughts, the day is past when a Church sent 
Galileo to the Inquisition. 

Looking at the position of Great Britain, we 
must anticipate a vast extension to her language, 
laws, and religion ; and religion being the sanc- 
tifying principle, of human actions, it is impossible 
to overrate the importance of her upholding the 
pure spiritual religion of Jesus Christ. 
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It will be seen, that we have made everything 
to cuhninate in our Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
Divine expositor of spiritual truth, and therefore 
have made his law our guide. In studying that 
law, we find that, although spiritual, it is real, 
and practicable, and reasonable, and is adapted 
to man as he is. Spiritual imaginings have no- 
thing to do with it, it is no law of forms, cere- 
monies, or sacraments, it sanctions no peculiari- 
ties, no mortifications of the flesh, puritanical 
scruples, or human abstainings ; _but is, neverthe- 
less, holy, just, and good, and a marvellous reno- 
vator of man ; for finding him ignorant, sensual, 
and devilish, it makes him wise, holy, and godly, 
if humble, faithful, and obedient. These graces 
and gifts are not outside show ; the redeemed 
man walks the earth with other men, his heaven 
is within, and he is not distinguished by a monk- 
ish garb, or a. canting speech. We have no 
reason to suppose Jesus Christ was distinguished 
from other men by exterior beauty, or a peculiar 
dress or address; he consorted with sinners, as 
well as saints, feasted with the rich, or broke bread 
with the poor ; notwithstanding he was the Lord 
from heaven : only once he was transfigured, and 
appeared in glory, and then only to confirm the 
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faith of three apostles^ whom he commanded not 
to tell the vision to any man until he was risen 
from the dead. 

Following his example, we must only teach 
the simple^ pure, and spiritual truths of the king- 
dom of heaven, which he revealed to us. Believe 
and practise them. 



THE END. 
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JOHN 0BILD8 AND 80N, PBXNVKB8. j 
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